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Foreword
Sometimes you can be lucky and belong to a Club that has a history that is worth recording.
The oldest tennis club in Perth, the site of the first sporting Test Match in Western Australia,
the host of numerous Davis Cup ties.
These are just some of the achievements of Royal King’s Park Tennis Club.
Someone was once heard to remark, “King’s Park has life of its own.” This may or may not
be true. However, if it is true, it is clear that it was at its exuberant best in its early years.
This was the time when the foundation was laid. It could also be termed as the McGibbon
years.
Sinclair McGibbon was a member of RKPTC for forty years. During that period he was
President of the Club twice (1909/10 and 1938/39) and President of the Western Australian
Lawn Tennis Association from 1924 to 1938. For much of this latter period it was often
difficult to differentiate RKPTC from WALTA. (When McGibbon stepped down as
President of WALTA, he was immediately replaced by the recently retired President of
RKPTC, V.B. Mursell.)
During this Golden Age, brave Club Committee members, many of whom served both
RKPTC and WALTA, transformed RKPTC into the ‘Home of Tennis’ in WA. What makes
their achievements more amazing is the period in which they were accomplished.
Writing a club history it is really a labour of love. In this case authorship was a collaborative
effort of the father and son team of Lindsay and Graeme Cox, both long-term stalwarts of
RKPTC. Lindsay did the research and Graeme, who has a Masters Degree in History from
the University of Utah, did the writing. This history of the first 50 years was produced
without inducement or coercion. For those who witnessed some of the recorded events it will
promote nostalgia. For those of us that were not here at the time, reading this history will be
a bonus. For those that ‘love’ the Club it will be compulsory reading. It is fascinating
chronicle of what can be achieved by people of commitment and determination.
Thank you Lindsay and Graeme. I hope someone can induce you to complete the work. –
Perhaps ‘RKPTC – The Apogee’.
Raymond Hirst
President, Royal King’s Park Tennis Club (1994-1996)

5 September, 2002
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Introduction
The writing of the “McGibbon Years” came about through my interest in the history of the
Royal King’s Park Tennis Club, which developed while I was the honorary Club heritage
officer.
Initially I was approached by the Club to obtain classification by the National Trust of
Australia (W.A.) because of a perceived threat to its future survival. Two independent
reports on the future direction and development of Kings Park had cast some doubt about the
Club retaining all of the area leased from the Kings Park and Botanic Gardens.
Considerable research was required into the history of the Club to prepare the necessary
documentation to obtain classification by the National Trust. Thus I acquired considerable
knowledge about how the Club had developed over the years since it was founded.
After receiving National Trust classification it became apparent that the next logical step
would be to obtain Heritage Council of Western Australia registration. This was duly
obtained after further research and documentation. Heritage registration gave the Club legal
protection against undue interference to its buildings and grounds.
By now, probably because of the approaching Centenary year of the Club, there was a desire
by some members of Committee, of which I was a member at the time, to see a history of the
Club written. Advertisements were placed in “The West Australian” for an historian to do
the job. A number of suitable and well-qualified historians applied, but the project was
abandoned because of financial constraints
I mentioned this to my son Graeme, a Club member, in the course of one of our regular phone
conversations and advised him that I was seriously considering writing the history myself.
However, I considered that the first 50 years of the Club’s history would be all that I was
prepared to undertake at this stage. This appealed to me because it had become obvious to
me during my research that Sinclair McGibbon had been the driving force behind the Club
for most of the first fifty years of its existence. I was therefore considering “The McGibbon
Years” as an appropriate title for the history.
My son, who is permanently based in the U.S.A., immediately offered to do the writing if I
would provide him with the necessary research. I immediately, and gratefully, accepted his
offer. As a Master of Arts in history he was well qualified for the task.
My son and I hope that it will be of interest to present Club members, and that it will also
provide a permanent record of the early years of the Club for future generations.

Lindsay Cox
6 September, 2002
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Chapter One
Tennis Comes to the Park
From humble beginnings in 1899, when the Premier Sir John Forrest, served the first
ball to Lady Forrest, Royal King’s Park Tennis Club has grown into the “Home of
Tennis in Western Australia.” The growth of the Club from two asphalt courts into
the facility it is today is a shining example of the important place it holds in Western
Australian tennis history. The numerous local and international tennis events that the
Club has hosted, coupled with the engaging and driven membership makes for a
compelling first hundred years.
Perth in the late 1890’s was a city undergoing major population influx due to the gold
rushes of the period. Along with the people came their hobbies and pastimes. Sports
such as cricket, organised horse racing and tennis were extremely popular at the time,
and to satisfy people’s needs, cricket grounds, racetracks and tennis clubs began to be
established throughout the growing city.
Gold, ‘the yellow fever of the nineties’ was to produce massive
demographic, economic and political changes in the ‘Cinderella’
colony. There were important consequences for tennis. Firstly,
immigrants came largely from the eastern colonies, especially Victoria.
The Victorian influence was to be particularly important for Australian
Rules football. But tennis too, had become established in Victoria.
One newspaper even reported ‘tennis enthusiasts are arriving by every
steamer’1.
Royal King’s Park Tennis Club was a direct result of the population boom of the
1890’s. It was not the first established metropolitan tennis club as others already
existed in West Perth and Fremantle. However it was one of the first clubs in the city,
and over the years would develop into the most important and storied club in Western
Australia.
Royal King’s Park Tennis Club was founded in 1899, although there is some
conjecture that it might have been established the previous year in 1898. There are a
number of arguments presented for both years; however 1898 can be disregarded with
careful review. An article that appears in the Club’s August 1996 Newsletter provides
sufficient evidence to conclude that 1899 was the year of foundation. In that article
that author highlights the following issues in favour of 1898:
The Club’s Annual Reports from 1915 to 1992 inclusive highlight
Founded 1898.
Sinclair McGibbon’s ‘Notes on the Club’s History’, published in the
1924 Annual Report, mentions that the Club was started in 1898.

1

Phillips, Harry, C.J. Tennis West. A History of the Western Australian Lawn Tennis Association from
the 1890’s to the 1900’s. p.12.

5

A photograph of four men sweeping water from a hard court, on
display in the club restaurant, has the caption: ‘The Start’ 1898 Preparing for Play -I Newman, F. Drummond, ‘Pa” Mills, ‘Dad’ Rains.
The Club celebrated its 50th Anniversary (Jubilee Year) in 1948. The
Annual General Meeting was held on 2nd December 1948 and the
Annual Report (49th) stated: ‘A dinner was held on October 29 to mark
the conclusion of the Jubilee Year of the Club.’2

Asphalt courts being prepared c. 1900. The industrious workers are I. Newman, F. Drummond, “Pa”
Mills and “Dad” Rains.

At face value these points make for strong argument for 1898 as the year that Royal
King’s Park Tennis Club was founded. However the author notes a number of
discrepancies that discredit the aforementioned points.
While Sinclair McGibbon mentions that the Club was started in 1898, “He also
mentions that the Club was founded in 1899”3. There is also strong evidence to
suggest that the caption on the photograph is misrepresentative of the actual situation.
The photograph depicts four men, a hard court (possibly asphalt) and a
small pavilion (shed) in a bush setting. This scene describes the Club
as it was in 1900. Therefore, it is probable that it is a photograph of the
Club Circa 1900.4

2

Cox, Lindsay, Royal King’s Park Tennis Club Inc, Newsletter, August, 1996, p.7.
Cox, 7
4
Cox, 7
3
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The discrepancies with the photograph’s caption are further highlighted by the facts
that:
The grant of land for the Club’s first two courts of asphalt was not
made until 1899 (Perth Park Board Minutes 29 June 1899).
The first Club pavilion was not erected until 1900 (Sinclair
McGibbon’s Notes on the Club’s History, 1924 Annual Report).
‘Pa’ Mills, was probably A.P. Mills, President 1919-1920 and life
member. Club records show that he joined in 1899 (Annual Report
1924).5
The evidence mentioned above makes it impossible for the photograph to have been
taken any earlier than 1899. In all likelihood it was taken at some point early in the
new century. The inaccurate captioning of “The Start” photograph probably
influenced the titling of the Club’s Annual Reports as ‘Founded in 1898’ and was
partially the reason that the Club held its Jubilee year in 1948. Unfortunately it is now
apparent that the Club’s Annual Reports carried the incorrect foundation date until
1992 and that the Club celebrated its Jubilee a year in advance.
Coupled with the fact that plenty of evidence exists that 1898 was not the year of
foundation, there is an abundance of compelling evidence to suggest that 1899 was.
King’s Park Board (Perth Park Board) minutes show that the first
application for a grant of land in the Park to start the Club was made 4
May 1899, and that grant was approved 29 June 1899.
The first President, J.L. Nanson, served 1899-1900 (Annual Report
1924).
The Annual Report of 1937 recorded the death of Mr A.P. Mills and
stated, ‘He was the first Hon. Secretary of the Club (which was then
known as Mount Tennis Club) and occupied this position from 18991902. Mr Mills was a life member from 1899, and in the year 1920
was President of the Club.
The Committee Meeting Minutes 23 July 1947 record the passing of
Mr A.G. Rains a foundation and life member of the Club. Club records
show that Mr Rains joined in 1899 (Annual Report 1924).
Eight of the early life members joined the Club in 1899 and there is no
record of any earlier membership (Annual Report 1924).
The first Club Championships were conducted in 1900 i.e. for the
1899-1900 season (Club Honour Boards).6
Finally it should also be mentioned that the Club celebrated its 25th Anniversary in
1924 (Annual Report 1924), and its 75th Anniversary in 1974 (Annual Report 1974).
5
6

Cox, 7
Cox, 7
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With there being seemingly conclusive evidence that the Club was founded in 1899,
the origin of an 1898 foundation date remains a little mysterious. It has been proposed
that;
Possibly a group of West Perth residents who set up the Mount Tennis
Club played social tennis in 1898 on a private court in the West Perth
area and decided that they would like to establish a permanent club. As
a result of their efforts the land for the first of our Club’s courts was
granted in King’s Park (Perth Park) in 1899.7
With near unquestionable certainty Royal King’s Park Tennis Club began as Mount
Tennis Club in 1899. The start was facilitated by the grant of an acre of land from the
Perth Park Board in June of that year. This gave the club a tenant-at-will arrangement
to exist inside the boundaries of King’s Park. This arrangement was not ideal for the
club because it meant that the Perth Park Board controlled whether or not the club
could maintain its location. Still the club was initiated and by the end of the year,
“The membership roll stood at 41, including all classes - ladies, gentlemen and
juniors.”8 It was likely that these first members, with the high profile backing of Sir
John Forrest and Dr J.W. Hackett initiated the application for the grant of land in
King’s Park where the two asphalt courts were constructed.
The construction of these first two courts perhaps best typifies the Club, and its
members, and their efforts to succeed and survive. Funds for the courts came to £193
10s. and were completely furnished by the Club’s members. The total was raised by
ten members loaning £50 and, “A further £57 7s4d. from the proceeds of a ball
organized by the lady members.”9 This spirit of generosity continued in 1900 when
£16 was raised by way of donations to erect the Club’s first pavilion. Although
described as a “tool shed” by Sinclair McGibbon, it still served as the first club house,
and showed that the Club was becoming a permanent fixture that was ready to expand.
The early years of the Club’s existence were highlighted by numerous efforts from the
members to improve the available facilities. The two asphalt courts and the first
clubhouse were just the beginnings of what was to come. By 1902 the first grass
tennis courts and a croquet lawn had been laid, and they were available for play on
opening day of 1903. In 1905 a third grass court was set up, and after an additional
land grant from the King’s Park Board in 1907, a further three grass courts were
constructed in 1908.
It was at some point between the construction of the new grass courts in 1905 and
1908 that the Club changed its name from Mount Tennis Club to King’s Park Tennis
Club. In all likelihood this change took place in 1905. Records show a letter from the
Mount Tennis Club to the Chairman of the King’s Park Board dated December 5th
1904. Club records also show that the first Club Championships for King’s Park
Tennis Club were held in 1905. The change therefore may have taken place in late
7

Cox, 7
McGibbon, Sinclair. Notes on the Clubs History 1924, 1
9
McGibbon, 1
8

8

December 1904 or more likely in the summer of 1905. The changing of the Club’s
name may very well have been enacted to appease the King’s Park Board, and to help
guarantee the land grants in 1907 for the new grass courts, and then in 1911 for the
construction of the new pavilion, which wasn’t completed until 1914.

This photo was taken during an Easter Tournament – c 1909. The Exhibition Court is to the far south
(not in use)

The building of new courts and the construction of pavilions were quite expensive
tasks for the fledgling Club. Thus in 1906, “The Ball Fund was started, and the
collection for the year amounted to £17 15s4d.” Raising money to help keep the Club
afloat continued at a hectic pace during the early years. It was out of necessity during
this period that the Club issued a number of debentures to help its financial situation.
In 1908, “The first issue of £5 debentures was made, the amount raised being £130”10.
This money was used to help finance the construction of the three new grass courts
built that year.
The debenture issue resulted mainly due to the work of the club’s best-known
statesman, Sinclair J. McGibbon. He was the president at the time of the 1908
debenture issue, and was serving as the club captain when a further two debenture
issues were made in 1911 and 1914. From the time that he joined in 1903 Sinclair
McGibbon was determined to transform the club from its meagre existence of two
asphalt courts and a wooden shed into something like the impressive complex that it is
today.
The 1911 debenture issue, which McGibbon also spearheaded, helped raised £180 for
the planned new pavilion, for which the King’s Park Board granted land that same
10

McGibbon, 2

9

year. However owing to the cost of construction the new pavilion was not erected
until 1914. The Club was once again forced to fall back to McGibbon and the issue of
debentures to help finance its second club house. The debentures issued in 1914
netted £381, which was required for the completion of the new pavilion.

This Debenture was held by Mr A Hugh Campbell. The sum was never claimed.

The Club’s difficulty in completing the new pavilion likely stemmed from the harsh
finances of those years, and was aided by the fact that the two asphalt courts were
taken up in 1912 and replaced by grass courts. By this time there were a total of nine
grass courts available for play. The maintenance of these courts was neither
inexpensive, nor easy. Thus 1912 heralded the appointment of the Club’s first full
time curator, Peter Ferguson. He took over the responsibility of preparing the courts
for play. This task had previously been left up to members, but caring for nine grass
courts on a full time basis had become too much for them.
New courts and a permanent curator were not the only significant changes made by the
Club in 1912. “The club’s boundaries were planted with Cyprus trees and marking of
courts by tapes instituted.”11 The practice of marking the courts with tapes continues
to this day.
11

McGibbon, 3. The Cyprus trees were later turned into a trimmed hedge, which eventually burned
down and was replaced by apple blossom hibiscus.
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By 1914 King’s Park Tennis Club had gained a steady foothold as a tennis club and
was set to thrive in the annals of Western Australian tennis history. Sinclair
McGibbon provided a concise statement of the Club’s early history in his Notes on the
Club’s History by musing that:
From these notes it will be seen that our Club started in a very modest
way: finance has always been difficult in view of the necessity of
providing playing facilities for members. The fact that so much money
has been raised from time to time from members and supporters shows
their confidence in the Club’s future prospects.12
Royal King’s Park Tennis Club’s early history is not solely punctuated by finance.
The improvements being made to the Club made it a perfect venue for organised
competition. The first Club Championships, the Men’s Championship Singles, were
conducted in 1900 and was won by C.W. Greayer. In 1909 the Club introduced Medal
tournaments that along with the Club Championships, continue today with the only
breaks coming during The First and Second World Wars when competition was
suspended. The Men’s Doubles Championship was not held until 1905 and was won
by G.G. Haldane and R. O’Connor.
There are no recorded Club Championship events for lady members during the early
years. This is largely due to the fact that they resigned en masse in 1904, and were not
readmitted until 1925. The first recorded Club Championship event for the lady
members was held in 1927 with Miss M. Officer winning the singles.
The Club was also active on the local open tournament scene. In 1906 it conducted
the first Men’s Metropolitan Singles Championship, which was won by Ernie Parker.
There is no record of a Doubles Championship until 1907, and no record of any ladies
events at all. The Club continued to hold the Metropolitan Championships until 1921,
after which point it was replaced by the City of Perth Championships in 1922.
In 1903 the Club was a founding member of the Lawn Tennis Association of Western
Australia, later the Western Australian Lawn Tennis Association, and now Tennis
West. As a result of its entry into the Lawn Tennis Association the Club entered
Men’s and Ladies’ “A” Grade teams in the 1904 Pennant Competition. The Men
finished last in the competition with no wins from twelve matches, while the result for
the Ladies is unknown. The Men improved their results and won the competition in
1907, while 1904 was the first and only time the Club would be represented by the
Ladies in Pennant competition before the 1925-26 season.
As mentioned the Club’s lady members resigned in 1904. This was brought about at
the Club’s general meeting that same year when it was recommended;
That the grass courts should be reserved on Saturday’s for gentlemen
only. The immediate outcome of this recommendation being adopted
12

McGibbon, 4.
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was that the majority of the ladies retired from the club, and since then
the Club has been essentially a men’s club.13
The Club readmitted ladies again in 1925 as associate members. However it was
recognised that they were still active in Club affairs during their 21-year hiatus.
The review of the Club’s history would not be complete without a tribute to the
unselfish work willingly undertaken by the Club’s lady supporters. Year after
year they have materially helped to make our Easter Tournament a success, and
although we have no room for them within our membership, your Committee
will never rest until we have established a Ladies Club connected with, cared
for and managed by our Club. When this work is accomplished your
Committee will feel that the game will be properly catered for in King’s
Park.14
While conquering a number of minor obstacles that are faced by all fledgling Clubs,
Royal King’s Park Tennis Club began in 1899 with 40 members and two asphalt
courts, and progressed steadily to 1914 when it had 106 members (as well as 17 life
members) and nine grass courts. Although the Club’s grant of land was a “tenant at
will” arrangement with the King’s Park Board, by 1914 it was a firmly established
fixture, and tennis had come to the Park to stay.
The trials of the early years of the Club would pale in comparison with what would be
faced during the Great War. It was during this time that the Club would once again
rally and strive to continue making the progress it had made during its early years.

13
14

McGibbon, 2.
McGibbon, 4.
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Chapter Two
Their Name Liveth for Evermore

ON THIS SPOT WAS FORMED THE KING’S PARK RIFLE CLUB No.175
THIS TABLET IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF
THOSE MEMBERS HEREUNDER INSCRIBED OF THE
KING’S PARK RIFLE AND TENNIS CLUBS WHO FELL IN
THE GREAT WAR 1914-1919
W.E.COOK, E.D.COLLINS, A.C.EDMENDS, G.A.GOSS,
W.J.HEWBY, L.F.HOSKING, G.K.KERSLAKE, K.LEVI
M.E.PATERSON, J.A.SHADWICK, S.E.TOWNSEND
G.C.VERCOE, C.H.VERLEY, A.S.RICHARDS, H.WARREN
“THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE”

The above tablet is located on the eastern wall of the Eastman Building. It was
originally located in approximately the same position on the Old Wooden Pavilion
before it was torn down and replaced by the Eastman Building. It serves as a memorial
to the Club members who gave their lives in World War One. This period was a time
of great sorrow in the Club’s history. Much the same as the war put a strain on the
nation’s growth and resources, it put a strain on the Club’s development and survival.
The effect of The Great War began to be felt by the Club by 1915. Forty-two members
had enlisted for active service and left membership at only 91 for the year. The sudden
drop in membership was shown immediately in a number of tangible ways at the Club.
The court attendance dropped from 2214 in 1914 to 1591 in 1915.1 This coincided
with the onset of a financial strain that gripped the Club throughout the war.
Decreased membership meant decreased income for the Club; the drop in money

1

Annual Report, 1915.
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coming in can easily be related when it is considered that receipts totalled £637 in
1914, and only £583 in 1915. 2
While 1915 was the beginning of a number of desperate years for the Club, it also
heralded a number of firsts. The war had wrung serious changes upon society, and
King’s Park was quick to recognise them and attempted to struggle to survive this
difficult time.
The first change that surfaced at the Club was the publishing of an Annual Report.
The first known Annual Report (1915) detailed the harshness of the war for members
and outlined changes implemented by the Club to help with its survival. An open
letter to Club members appeared in the 1915 Annual Report which was intended to
inform members that the war would likely have a major drain on the club’s resources
and cause them to make considerable efforts to help it survive. The letter stated:
In presenting herewith the Annual Report and Balance Sheet for the
year ended November 30th, 1915, it is advisable to draw the
attention of members to the strenuous efforts that will be required to
keep the Club up to the past standard of efficiency during the
coming year.
The present times of stress have brought us to a crisis in the history
of the Club. A very large percentage of our members have joined
the Expeditionary Forces and it is probable that we shall yet lose
others and of this fact we may be justly proud. It reflects most
creditably on us as a Club and also on tennis players in general. We
know that we are expressing the feelings of those who have enlisted,
when we say that they have a real feeling of affection for the old
Club; in fact letters from the front continually show a feeling of
solicitude for the Club’s welfare. This being so, your Committee
feels that we have all a very special duty towards those on active
service to do all we can to keep up the high standard of efficiency
set in previous years. What measures will have to be taken to
counterbalance the loss in revenue, will be a matter for the new
Committee to decide, but private members can do a great deal
themselves by loyally supporting the action of their Committee, and
also by attending as regularly as they are able at the courts. It may
also be that some contemplate resigning. To these your Committee
would make a special appeal to avoid this action at the present
juncture if possible3
The appeal by the Committee hit an area that most patriotic members could not refuse.
The open letter was one clearly aimed at inciting guilt amongst the members who were
not away fighting. The tactic of using guilt as a motivating force to enlist in the army
had been used throughout the British Empire with great success, and was being used
effectively by the King’s Park Committee. After all how could any loyal Club member
2
3

Annual Report, 1915.
Annual Report, 1915
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let down one of their comrades who was away fighting for them when they remained at
home? It was almost certainly viewed as the duty of remaining Club members to
ensure that the Club remained the way it was before the war so those who went away
to fight could enjoy it when they returned.
The Club busied itself in other ways to help the members who were on the front lines.
The Club began a Comforts Fund in 1915 out of respect for the enlisted men. The
Comforts Fund was instigated to provide men at the front with, “comforts” such as
blankets, clothing and food items. The lady friends of the Club took the foremost part
in this work and enabled a total of 45 parcels to be shipped to the 21 members on
active service. Along with the Comforts Fund the Club also contributed £8.14.0 to the
Red Cross Society and Belgium Relief Fund.
The parcels provided from the Comforts Fund were much appreciated by the men
serving overseas as this mention by Belford about life in Gallipoli in 1915 highlights;
On October 3 a big Australian mail was distributed among the
troops. There were also parcels distributed from the Comforts Fund
and other societies in Perth and Kalgoorlie that did a lot to provide
little extras for the boys from Western Australia. These parcels
were always greatly appreciated.4
The participation of the Club in assisting the war effort was not the only significant
thing to transpire in 1915. One of the measures taken by the Committee to
counterbalance the loss in revenue produced by the war was to inaugurate a “Junior
List”. With this the Club permitted junior members to play at the Club and help add to
membership subscriptions. This measure is surprising in the light that the Club was
still adamant about not allowing lady members. It would have seemed like the logical
thing to do to allow female members at such a time of crisis. This is especially so
when women were beginning to establish themselves with expanded roles in society.
The war meant that many positions traditionally filled by men were vacant, and the
available places were being filled by women.
Regardless of current events surrounding women in society, King’s Park Tennis Club
(KPTC) remained a male institution, and overlooked the obvious source of income that
female members would have provided. It is possible that the desire to keep the Club as
it was for the members on active service played a role in this decision. However,
surely even those members would have understood if women were allowed to join to
help the Club survive.
Perhaps one of the most startling aspects of the entire situation was that the “Junior
List” was started on the strength that “there would be some vacant courts available
during the coming year”.5 The issue of court time was the reason behind the Club
becoming an all-male institution in the first place.
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The Club’s decision not to allow female membership during the war to help bolster
falling revenues and lagging court attendances remains a little mysterious. However, it
was not the only mystery being perpetrated at the Club during the war.
The years 1916 and 1917 are in a sense the mystery years of KPTC. The war pushed
all of society into a prolonged period of misery that would not be healed for many
years. The Club struggled through this period and made little progress, other than its
continued survival.
There are no known Annual Reports for 1916 and 1917. This was most likely due to
printing costs that the Club could simply not afford to absorb at the time. The only
information about these years comes from Sinclair McGibbon’s Notes on the Club’s
History and the attached Quarter of Century Financial Review from the 1924 Annual
Report.
McGibbon reports that in 1916, “A call was made on members to enable Club to be
carried on during war period. Enlistments increased 53 members on Active Service.
Easter Tournament discontinued.”6 McGibbon’s brief note on the Club in 1916 is
accurate, as the Quarter of Century Financial Review verifies that membership was
down to 81 and that there was a bank overdraft of £103. These figures coupled with a
court attendance of only 1141 for the year stretched the Club’s finances to the limit.
Perhaps the biggest loss for the Club came with the cancellation of the Easter
Tournament and the Club Championships. Both tournaments were cancelled out of
respect for those away on active service, and were not resumed again until 1919.
Regardless, the Club would have most surely benefited from both events, especially
the extremely profitable Easter Tournament.
The report for 1917 contained the following information, “51 members on active
service. Club suffered loss of six members by death in action”.7 The Quarter of
Century Financial Review showed membership at 83 and a bank overdraft of £94.
These are slightly more encouraging numbers than the previous year, and with court
attendance up to 1182 the Club was making an effort to pull out of the war intact.
However as long as the war continued the Club would remain in its gloomy
predicament.
The Club continued to suffer as the war pressed on through most of 1918. Peace
arrived before the end of the year and as a result things began to immediately look
brighter for the Club. The Annual Report for 1918 was written with a great deal of
optimism. Great relief was expressed at the termination of the war and an expression
of gratitude was given to all those who had fought for King and Country. Naturally
special mention was given to those Club members who went and fought for Australia.
An Honour List was included in the 1918 Annual Report that documented the 56
members still on active duty at that time. This list also included the names of the nine
members who had fallen in battle. The Report further noted that “…Captains
Montgomery and Kruger have returned and have been accorded a warm welcome…”,
and the Honour list recorded that “Kruger, W.S., Capt. returned to WA ill.”
6
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Kruger had a distinguished career both as a soldier and as a tennis player. He was one
of those members who returned to the Club after active duty and who again took up the
game. This was something the Club had worked hard for during the dark days of the
war.
As a soldier he started his overseas service in Egypt in January 1916 when he reported
for duty as a Lieutenant with the famous Western Australian 11th Battalion. Mention
was made of him at this time:
The 11th Battalion scouting patrol, under Lieut. W. Kruger captured
one ragged individual, who was reckoned to be quite harmless, and
he was sent on his way rejoicing after a good feed. It is quite
possible that his ignorance and stupidity were assumed.8
From Egypt he went to France and the Western Front where he was in charge of the
11th battalion Intelligence Platoon:
During the time spent at Sailly sur la Lys, the intelligence platoon,
under Lieut. W. Kruger was brought to a very high state of
efficiency and proved itself of value to the battalion during the
forthcoming tour of the line.9
He was mentioned as a member of a raiding party on the German front line at
Fleurbaix,10 and later he fought with distinction at the battle of Poziers, after which he
was recommended by his Commanding Officer for valuable services.11 He continued
to serve with the 11th Battalion and was promoted to captain in charge of ‘B’
Company.12
As a tennis player, he joined the Club in 1914 and in that year won the club Doubles
Championship. He won it again, with his brother, C. Kruger, in 1921 and 1922. In
1919, a year after his return from active duty, he partnered his brother to win the
Metropolitan Championship Doubles. More importantly, in 1920 he became one of
the few players to win the State Open doubles with his brother as partner. In 1921, he
was a member of the Western Australian team that defeated South Australia:
Back home a few weeks later a Western Australian team of
Gemmell, Treloar, Eaton, W.Kruger, Gibbs and Linwood were able
to record a narrow victory against South Australia before the Easter
Tournament. (WALTA Annual Report, 29-4-1921)13
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His last notable performance was in 1923 when partnered by Mrs. La Nauze, he won
the WA Open Mixed Doubles Championship. He continued as a Club member until
1953.
The relief expressed in the Annual Report was nearly matched by the optimism of the
Committee. The Club had survived an incredible period of difficulty and had emerged
in a position from which positive forward progress might again be achieved.
Financially the Club remained in a satisfactory position with a bank overdraft totalling
only £94. This was the same amount as the previous year and was considerably lower
than the £132 it owed in 1914 at the outbreak of the war.
The steady financial situation was not reached without significant sacrifice from the
members. To keep the Club functioning, members were called upon to make
contributions of ten shillings (five shillings if they were junior members). This call on
members to help finance the Club was repeated a number of times throughout the war
and afterwards. The successful response to these calls shows the effort members were
willing to put forth to help the Club survive and flourish.
The members had been guided through the war years by a very strong and capable
Committee. The Committee during these years had been forward sighted enough in
their planning to make for a somewhat easy transition back into the mainstream at the
end of the war. People such as G.A. Linwood, A.P. Mills, F.J. Wood, W. Stow, A.G.
Rains, and Sinclair McGibbon were all influential on the Committee at this time.
McGibbon was particularly influential in regard to this work with the Club and also on
a statewide tennis level. He served as the Captain of the Club throughout the war, and
was extremely active in the affairs of the Western Australian Lawn Tennis Association
(WALTA). His work at WALTA was instrumental in allowing country clubs to
become affiliated bodies.
The motive behind this move was to improve the financial situation
of the Association through the additional affiliation fees gained. He
also proposed a levy that each affiliated Club was required to pay on
behalf of individual members. Another proposal was that each Club
organise a dance or ball and allocate a percentage of the profits to
the Association. These actions revealed the capacity of McGibbon
to provide innovative ideas to raise finance.14
McGibbon’s innovative ideas that he incorporated into WALTA naturally transferred
over to his beloved KPTC. This revenue raising capacity and innovative thinking was
to have a profound impact on later development of the Club.
The development of the Club began to take off again in 1919. The First World War
had been a huge strain on KPTC, but as the Annual Report of 1919 suggested the
period of marking time because of the war was at an end. Nineteen members were
welcomed back from active service and this helped to rejuvenate the spirits of the Club
immensely. The return of the soldiers and the drive to sign new members boosted
14
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membership to an all time high of 134 in 1919. This compares favourably with the pre
war membership of 123 in 1914 and the wartime low of 81 in 1916.15
The increased membership undoubtedly helped the Club to recover from the depths
that it had sunk to during the war. The bolstered membership helped to create a sense
of social and financial well being around the Club. Court attendance along with
membership skyrocketed and was up to 1597, increasing from 938 in 1918.16 This
rapid increase in both membership and court attendance meant that the Club had to
deal with the problem of overuse of its facilities.
While the increased use of the Club was welcomed because of the extra revenue it
provided, it also meant that there was a dramatic increase in the general wear and tear
on the Club. This problem had to be dealt with to help preserve the courts and other
facilities. The other problem increased membership brought was less court time for
long-standing members, as well as a wider range of playing abilities. The issue of the
standard of Club members was something that the Committee attempted to address in
the 1919 Annual Report. In that it stated that:
In view of the increasing membership, and the difficulty of the
Captain in arranging sets, the Committee are reluctantly compelled
to impress upon members before introducing a new member to see
that he possesses an average ability to play.17
Problems with membership and playing standards were not the main focus of the
Committee following the war. It was with finances, the same demon that had haunted
the Club throughout the war. Cash flow increased dramatically following the war
with; receipts £371 and disbursements £367 in 1918 and receipts £660 and
disbursements £581 in 1919.18 However cash flow was not the root of the Club’s
problem. The major financial problems of the Club centred on the increasing costs of
the general upkeep of the grounds, and the fact that the bank overdraft had not been
reduced by the anticipated amount.
The bank overdraft in 1919 stood at £79 compared to £94 from the previous year.19
The committee tackled this problem by proposing an increase in nomination and
subscription fees. The committee sought and gained permission to increase fees from
the members, and once this was done, a solid financial platform began to be
constructed for KPTC to expand upon.
With approval given to raise the membership fees the committee was only just
beginning to take advantage of the opportunity it had to improve the Club. With the
15
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support of the general membership of the Club the Committee carried two very
important measures at the 1919 Annual Meeting. These measures were to extend the
accommodation provided by the Old Wooden Pavilion, and to add more courts on land
previously granted to the Club by the King’s Park Board.
To help finance these measures the Committee made the call for another issue of
debentures, which was well subscribed to. This forward planning and positive
financial activity was what would begin to set KPTC apart from other tennis clubs in
the state. It was only a year after the conclusion of the war, and all the soldiers weren’t
even home from the front yet, but King’s Park Tennis Club was seizing the times and
making advances that would put it on a level above everything else for a long time.
There can be little doubt that the Committee was preparing the Club to leap into the
future with its advanced planning. The Committee at the time was sure to have
foreseen a strong return to leisure activities by the people after the desolation of the
war. This can be evidenced by the fact that the Easter Tournament, the Club
Championships and lower grade pennant competitions were all resumed in 1919.

Exhibition Court – c 1919

The Easter Tournament was the first real success story for the Club following the war.
It was run as the Metropolitan Championships and attracted a record number of
competitors. Players came from all around Perth as well as the goldfields and other
country areas. The response by the tennis community helped greatly with the financial
and social success of the event. Along with the Easter Tournament the Club
Championships were successfully held and A.H. Hedemen won the singles and A.H.
Hedeman and W. Kruger won the doubles. These competitions were joined by the
WALTA pennant competitions for B and C grades. The A grade competition was
resumed the following year in 1920.
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Tennis activities were not the only things bringing members out in force to the Club in
1919. A healthy social involvement began again with the highlight being the Club
dance. It was a huge success and the Committee were generous in their appreciation of
the lady friends of the Club who were once again instrumental in the success of the
event. One can only imagine the contribution to the Club these ladies might have
made during the war years if they had been allowed membership after their resignation
in 1904.
The year also saw the Club begin its first efforts in attempting to acquire a bronze
tablet to commemorate the Club members who had given their lives during the war
defending their country. The tablet lists the fifteen names of members who fell in the
First World War. Sinclair McGibbon and the 1918 Annual Report list only nine
names. The nine members listed in the 1918 Annual Report are tennis club members
and their names appear in Club membership records. The remaining six names do not
appear in any of the membership records, and are not documented as having any other
affiliation with the tennis club. Therefore it can only be assumed that these men were
members of the King’s Park Rifle Club. This can be perceived by giving close
scrutiny to the inscription on the Great War Tablet. The inscription reads, “This tablet
is dedicated to the memory of those members hereunder inscribed of the King’s Park
Rifle Club and Tennis Club who fell in The Great War 1914-1919.”20
The story behind the acquisition of this tablet is quite an interesting one. Originally
the Committee empowered Sinclair McGibbon to obtain an army ordnance shell which
was to be nickelled and engraved with the names of the members who had fallen in the
war. This never came to fruition and the 1919 Annual Report noted that there had
been difficulty in obtaining an ordnance shell and that the matter would be left up to
the new Committee to pursue.”21
The matter is not mentioned again until the 1922 Annual Report when the cash
account showed a £16 expenditure for a Soldiers Memorial Tablet. Out of the £16
total it should be mentioned that the King’s Park Rifle Club made the bulk of the
contribution by providing £12.0.8. while the King’s Park Tennis Club only provided
the remaining £3.19.4.22
The tablet was eventually dedicated and placed on the wall of the Old Wooden
Pavilion and can be seen in this position in a photo of the 1925 A grade pennant team
taken at this location.
As mentioned, the current location of the tablet is most likely very close to its original
position. It is located on the eastern wall of the Eastman Building that stands on the
same site as the Old Wooden Pavilion did before it was taken down.
The War Memorial Tablet being dedicated can be seen as the Club finally putting to
rest the memories of the war. It was the end of what had been a dreadful time for
KPTC, and by the time it was put up in 1922 the Club was well on the road to
20
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recovery from the depths it had sunk to during the war. The prime mover in obtaining
the tablet for the Club had been Sinclair McGibbon. He had failed to obtain the
ordnance shell that he was originally charged with getting, but had recovered by
placing his efforts behind securing the tablet for the Club. The 1943 Annual Report
specifically mentions McGibbon’s efforts in obtaining the memorial for the Club.
It was through the efforts of McGibbon that this bronze tablet,
dedicated to the members of the King’s Park Rifle and Tennis Clubs
who fell in the war was finally erected on the eastern wall of the Old
Wooden Pavilion.23
If Club life in 1919 can be seen as a return to normal then the activities in 1920’s are
typical of the growth and development of the pre-war years. The foundations laid by
the Committee in 1919 to help with the overuse of the Club and the Club’s financial
problems began to pay immediate dividends in 1920.

This was the Club Pavilion prior to having the extensions shown overleaf.

There were two outstanding developments heralded by the Club in 1920. The first
was the laying of four new courts at the northern end of the Club. The second was the
extension of the Pavilion. Both were costly exercises for the Club at the time, and
seem unlikely to have been undertaken so soon after a time of major financial crisis
like the war. In the strong tradition of development exhibited by the Club it went into
these undertakings without the thought of hesitation. The Committee was confident
that the measures they had taken to finance the projects would suffice, and they never
once stalled in spending £462 for the new courts and £842 for the club house
extension.24
23
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The Committee seemed also to be aware that additional finance would need to be
raised for the successful completion of these tasks and as a result commissioned
another debenture issue to help with payment. As was the case in the past the Club
looked towards proven methods to get them through tough financial times. This
meant that they turned to debentures as well as the assistance of the Club’s
outstanding statesman Sinclair McGibbon.
McGibbon was the driving force behind the entire scheme again. The 1920 Annual
Report made strong mention of the situation with the new courts and the pavilion
extension. The Committee expressly thanked the gentlemen from outside of the Club
who had been generous enough to take up debentures in the sums of £50 to help with
the payment. McGibbon was also thanked for his efforts in helping to raise the fund.
In all likelihood he was probably responsible for influencing his many associates
outside of the Club to take up the bulk of these debentures.

This photo shows the extensions to the Pavilion undertaken in 1921.

The original issue of debentures was well responded to and they raised a total of £795.
Unfortunately the pavilion extensions cost more than had originally been estimated
and the Club was left with approximately £500 to be paid in 1921. This debt meant
that another call was made upon the membership to purchase more debentures at 6 per
cent. This move was designed solely to reduce the liability the Club owed to its
bankers. This liability to the Club was reported in the 1921 Annual Report as being,
“the subject of a personal guarantee by your Committee”.25
The Club was able to fall back on debenture issues to help with its expenses because
of the forward planning exhibited by the Committee the previous year. The plan to
increase subscription and nomination fees meant that a solid financial base had been
laid by the Club to help look after its regular expenses while it was undertaking
25
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massive expenditure to improve its facilities. Club membership stood at 133 in 1920,
one less than the previous year, but due to the fee increase subscriptions netted the
Club £444, up considerably from £271 from 1919.26 This increased income, which
helped to finance general expenses, was most certainly one of the main contributing
factors to the Club’s successful expansion.
The subscription increases brought to light an interesting item that might have
otherwise gone unnoticed in the annals of Club history. This item was the fact that
life membership in the early years seems to have been a privilege that could be
purchased by members. A passage from the 1920 Annual Report highlights this. It
states that the Committee considered “The question of increasing life membership
subscriptions.” and that “The Committee recommend that the fee shall be increased to
£25.”27
This serves as strong evidence that early members did in fact purchase their life
membership. Further evidence to this end is produced in a letter to the King’s Park
Board from the Club in 1904. This letter claims that £50 was received in 1900 from
Life Members. Also the same point is made in a footnote to the Quarter of Century
Financial Revue which notes, “Subscriptions in 1899 include 10 Life Members and
Wives at £5 each.”28
Life memberships are no longer available for purchase at RKPTC. Instead they are
only bestowed upon those members who have a long, hard working association with
the Club. In fact life membership at RKPTC is a major symbol of dignity and honour
both within the Club and the broader community. It is probably not a surprise that
Sinclair McGibbon was awarded life membership in 1926 for his service to the Club.
He was probably the first to receive this honour without having purchased of it.
All of the new developments happening around the Club made for exciting times, but
there were many traditional activities that continued on with the same amount of
excitement. The Easter Tournament, in 1920, which continued to incorporate the
Metropolitan Championship, was the most successful ever held. The tournament once
again had statewide support from both local and country players and also attracted a
team from New South Wales (N.S.W.). The N.S.W. team was in Perth following an
interstate fixture with the Western Australian (W.A.) team. It dominated the
tournament with H. Rice winning the singles and partnering R.J. Goodman to win the
doubles title.
The four courts laid by the Club in 1920 are an important part of the Club history.
The courts are currently the northern most in the Club, numbered 27, 28, 29, and 30.
They were available for play sometime in the early 1920’s and enabled the Club to
expand considerably during these years. There is an interesting legacy surrounding
these courts involving a moniker that is still used by current members to describe
them.
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The term used to label them is “Siberia”. Current Club members familiar with the
term may be interested to know that the moniker originated sometime shortly after the
courts were open for use. It seems that the name originated some time before 1928
because in the 1928 Annual Report it makes reference that “The ladies courts and
‘Siberia’ are in excellent condition”.29 There can only be speculation as to how the
name originated but it seems highly likely to be something to do with the complaints
of the male members at being exiled to the far reaches of the Club to play their
afternoon sets.
The Club was obviously becoming quite a considerable size if it was large enough to
have a part of it labelled as Siberia. The continual expansion of the Club meant that
by 1921 there was a staggering bank overdraft of £303. At no time in the Club’s
previous existence would it have been able to absorb such a large liability. The fact
that it was able to in 1921 shows the short-term success of the Committee’s planning
to expand.
Naturally the Committee continued to work on ways to reduce the debts with its
bankers and once again it urged members to take up debentures. The Committee also
sought to once again increase entrance fees and yearly subscriptions. This planning
was aimed in exactly the same way that it had been in the past. It was hoped that
debentures would help to pay off the bulk of the overdraft and the fee increase would
help with the ever-increasing costs of general maintenance and upkeep of the facility.
The four new courts and the pavilion extensions meant that the Club was now
prepared to acquire a larger membership with less wear and tear on its facilities. With
active recruiting for members Club membership rose to a record 168 in 1921 and was
coupled with a record court attendance for that year.
With the expanded facility and the increase in membership and play on the courts the
Annual Report outlined that, “The Club had become one of the recognised sporting
bodies in W.A.” and stressed that “The Club must not hesitate to pursue a policy of
making such improvements to its ground as necessary to maintain its premier position
in the tennis world, and to assume the consequential liabilities.”30
With this statement the Committee was attempting to impress upon its membership
that although the finances of the times and the rising costs of membership may not be
all that encouraging it was necessary for the success of the Club. The Committee
believed that because the Club had placed itself at the forefront of Western Australian
tennis that it should be its duty to remain there regardless of the costs and sacrifices
that had to be made to do it.
The expansion of the Club also laid the foundation for another successful Easter
Tournament in 1921. A team from South Australia participated, and there was again
significant metropolitan and country support for the event. The new courts and
expanded pavilion accommodations were the major reason behind the outstanding
29
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success of the event. The comment was made that the tournament had become an
“Australian Fixture”. This was something that the Committee was quick to appreciate
and it pushed to have larger amenities available for the public viewing the tournament.
King’s Park Tennis Club had been committed to its expansion and survival since its
inception. These tendencies are especially prevalent in the early 1920’s, and 1921 can
be seen as one of the key years in the Club’s evolution. The Committee had already
expressed its desire to improve the Club at any cost, and 1921 saw the beginning of
the movement to make it into one of the premier clubs in Australia.
The start of these improvements began when the Club made efforts to obtain sufficient
land from the King’s Park Board to start a separate ladies club. This Club would of
course be associated with and managed by King’s Park Tennis Club.
The Club approached the board with the request for additional land after interested
ladies had met on April 9, 1921 and passed a resolution stating:
Mr McGibbon be requested to bring to the notice of King’s Park
Tennis Club the need and desire for a Ladies’ Tennis Club as
evidenced by the names of those who have signed the lists recently
circulated and further that the King’s Park Committee be requested
to apply to the King’s Park Board for the necessary ground in
King’s Park.31
The ladies resolution listed the names and addresses of 100 lady residents of the
districts surrounding the Club. With such strong support from local residents and the
need for more land the Club wasted little time in approving the resolution and
applying for the extra land from the King’s Park Board.
It should come as little surprise that Sinclair McGibbon was the architect behind such
an important development from the Club. McGibbon was a staunch believer that
ladies should be allowed Club membership, and knew that an associated club would
be one of the first steps in their reintegration into Club affairs. No doubt he had
witnessed their strong contributions to the Club since their resignation in 1904 and
wished to have them rewarded for their efforts through some sort of official affiliation.
McGibbon was also shrewd enough to realise that the current climate at the Club
would simply not allow for female membership. Thus he was presented with an
excellent chance to not only appease both the lady friends of the Club and current
members, but also obtain extra land for the future use of the Club as a whole.
Armed with what he probably believed to be perfect logic McGibbon wrote a letter to
the King’s Park Board on April 14, 1921. In the letter he applied for the necessary
land to build the courts for the ladies. He also committed the Club to raise the money
for the cost of the construction of a pavilion at an estimated cost of £60-£80. The
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letter also pledged that the Club would indeed maintain the courts and manage and
control the Club for the ladies.32
Under McGibbon’s proposal it was apparent that King’s Park Tennis Club would in
fact be gaining land that they would be able to incorporate as their own at some point
in the future. McGibbon probably had the foresight to realise that the Club would not
remain an all-male establishment forever, and once ladies were able to rejoin then the
Club would have gained valuable land for its future.
Unfortunately McGibbon had slightly misjudged the situation. In a letter dated May
27, 1921 the King’s Park Board refused the Club’s application for additional land.
Part of the letter read:
I was requested to advise you that when your Club have enrolled
ladies as members, and accommodation is provided for them to play
on your existing courts, you may re-apply, when my Board will
further consider the matter.33
The reply from the King’s Park Board put a little wrinkle in the planning of
McGibbon and the rest of the Committee, but the matter was not simply put to rest
with one negative response. McGibbon wrote a letter responding to the denial dated
June 7, 1921. In that letter he outlined the reasons for not admitting ladies as Club
members. He mentioned the problems experienced in 1904 and went on to say that
the Club’s constitution had been amended at that time to make the Club purely a
men’s organisation. He added that current membership was very much in favour of
the Club remaining a gentlemen’s only Club and requested that the King’s Park Board
reconsider their decision.34
The King’s Park Board did not change their response. However the foundations were
beginning to be laid for the future expansion of the Club. While the land that had been
hoped for was denied them for the moment, the Committee must have felt that there
was a strong possibility of obtaining it in the future. McGibbon himself must have
been painfully aware that allowing female membership would be the key for any real
push towards expansion with the King’s Park Board, and because of this it comes as
little surprise that he was one of the leading proponents within the Club to re-admit
lady members.
Following such a watershed year as 1921 it is perhaps not that surprising that 1922
seems to be somewhat uneventful. The year seems to have been dedicated to
attempting to consolidate the massive achievements from the year before.
During the year the Club considered a water scheme suggested by Mr Lovekin of the
King’s Park Board. The proposed scheme would have greatly alleviated the problem
of getting water to the courts and the Club. This had always been a major problem of
the Club since its inception. The scheme allowed for a “fine gravel road” from the
32

KPTC Correspondence, Battye Library
KPB Correspondence, Battye Library
34
KPTC Correspondence.
33

27

Park Gates to the Club. This meant that water could be easily transported to the club
and the Committee acknowledged the Park Board’s kind gesture in the Annual
Report.35
With a possible solution to the Club’s water problem in hand it pursued other
improvements to its grounds. During the course of the year a tubular galvanised iron
fence with netting was erected around the Exhibition Bay. This was deemed a
successful move and it was hoped that finances would soon become available to erect
these fences around all the courts to replace the existing wooden fences.36
With the Club making positive forward strides in the development of its grounds, it
also took the first steps into becoming an acceptable arena for hosting tennis events in
Western Australia. This came about when a stand with a seating capacity of 400 was
erected at the northern end of the Exhibition Courts. The erection of this stand was
due largely to the success of the Annual Easter Tournament.
The Easter Tournament of 1922 surpassed all previous years’ efforts and included
entries from both N.S.W. and South Australia (S.A.) as well as the regular local and
country participants. The Committee was buoyed by the success of the tournament
and realised that still more additional public amenities would be necessary if the
tournament was to continue on at its current success rate. The construction of the
grandstand was only the beginning of efforts to help with the growth of the Club and
the tournament. Even though it meant more costs for the members to absorb it was
taken up wholeheartedly. A number of members even surrendered their debentures
and this helped to raise £85 to help minimise expenses for the Club on the grandstand.
The improvements made to the Club in 1922 only enhanced what had been started in
1921. The Club had added four new courts, expanded its pavilion and erected a 400seat grandstand in the space of two years. It was structuring for the future and was
making giant steps towards becoming one of the premier sporting clubs in Australia.
While that status had obviously not been reached yet the groundwork for it to happen
had well and truly been laid.
It is a compliment to the entire membership that the Club was not even a quarter of a
century old yet and it was becoming a major sporting facility in Australia. Most of the
members were still familiar with the hardships of the war and many could probably
remember the humble beginnings of two courts and a shed. Progressive thinking
combined with forward planning and an aggressive financial approach were beginning
to pay off as the Club began to bask in its prosperity during the 1920’s.
The hard work to improve the Club continued in 1923. It was during this year that it
began to make further strides towards becoming a marquee sporting event centre in
Western Australia. Once again the shining light in the annual calendar of events, the
Easter Tournament, was at the forefront when it came to developing the Club.
35

The gravel road would have started opposite Colin St. on King’s Park Road and would have run long
the Club’s eastern boundary. The road would have also been able to service the bowling club located
immediately east of the Club.
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The Easter tournament in 1923 was a huge success and continued to gain entries from
N.S.W. and S.A. as well as W.A. players. Along with the profitability of the
tournament it also placed King’s Park Tennis Club on a certain level of social
importance. The Annual Report reflected this by offering:
Our tournament is becoming a social event of importance to the
tennis world in this State, and is looked forward to with the keenest
anticipation by players from all parts of Western Australia, as well
as visitors from the Eastern States who are able to attend.37
The success of the tournament during these years can be indicated by the fact that the
grandstand erected in 1922 was found to be inadequate to accommodate the number of
spectators at the tournament. To combat this the Club decided to grade the western
side of the exhibition courts into terraces. These terraces made it possible for an extra
500 people to watch matches on the exhibition courts, and the raised the total seating
to around 900.
The Committee hoped that the terraced seating would only be a temporary solution to
the viewing problems created by the success of the tournament. The Club had been
petitioning the King’s Park Board for an extra 40 feet of land at the southern end of
the club. The land covered the width of the existing grounds and was hoped that it
would eventually be in the site for a proposed new grandstand. Negotiations for this
land had also begun in 1921 at the same time the Club petitioned the Board for land
for the ladies club.
The Board agreed to grant the additional land and this was obviously done in light of
the success of the Easter Tournament. The proposed stand was supposed to be
permanent fixture that would seat up to 2000 spectators.38 The scheme was definitely
the largest venture taken on by the Club in its short history. Naturally the Committee
made an appeal towards the sense of duty of the Club members to help finance its
latest expenditure. In referring to the Club and its position on the new grandstand the
1923 Annual Report stated: “If, however, it is to maintain its proud position in the
tennis world of Australia we must not be afraid to undertake improvements which are
necessary.”39
The Annual Report of 1923 made a serious effort to begin to rally Club support
around the construction of a new grandstand. It got straight to the point at the attitude
required by members for the success of the grandstand venture.
In conclusion, it may appear superfluous to remind members of the
small start that our Club made less than twenty-five years ago, and it
would be hard to convey to our newer members the difficulties that
have had to be overcome in building up our Courts, Clubhouse and
37
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This grandstand was to become the Members’ Stand and Pavilion. When it was eventually erected
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appointments. In addition, we have established a no mean record in
the way of Club spirit, and it is this heritage that the younger
members are expected to maintain and honour during their
generation.40
The appeal to help finance the new grandstand took on familiar strains, and there is no
doubt that Club members had been subjected to this line of reasoning before.
However, the success of all of the Club’s previous endeavours had fostered
confidence in the committee amongst the general membership and as a result they
were prepared to take the risk of building the new grandstand.
With the grandstand dominating proceedings for the year it would be easy to overlook
other important minor developments that were taking place around the Club. Slowly
but surely the Club was consolidating its existence in King’s Park. The water scheme
that was considered the previous year fell through in the planning stages. However it
set the stage for the boring of a well some years later. More tubular fencing was
erected around the courts, and the Committee was considering limiting membership
and made a waiting list for junior members.
As is often the case when things seem to be moving along smoothly something
happens that reminds everyone of what the truly important things are. The death of
George A. Linwood is recorded by the Club in 1923. He was an extremely prominent
man within the Club and also was very active with WALTA.
His involvement with KPTC started when he arrived in Western Australia from
Tasmania in 1910. In 1914 he was elected Club treasurer and held that post until 1916
when he left to serve in The Great War. He was elected back to the Committee in
1920 and was elected President in 1923, the same year in which he was both Club
singles and doubles champion. Unfortunately it was also the same year in which his
life ended in an accident in India where he was working for his employer, New
Zealand Insurance Company.
Linwood was also a prominent figure with WALTA and served as the secretary for
them for four years prior to his departure to India. He was largely credited with the
recovery and development of WALTA after The Great War. Such was his standing
that immediately after his death WALTA perpetuated his memory by naming the
trophy for the winner of the State Open Singles Championship the Linwood Memorial
Cup.41
George Linwood’s standing in the Club was made clearly by the passage in the
Annual Report reflecting upon this death.
It is hard to realise that he has gone. He was the best of good
fellows, a loyal friend, and a first class sport. His record in the Club
is as well known to you all that it seems superfluous to enumerate
his great work on the Club’s behalf. May we add to his passing the
phrase which perpetuates the memory of our war heroes and add his
40
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name thereto, as he did his duty at the front “Their Name Liveth for
Evermore”.42
The year 1924 marked the end of RKPTC’s first quarter century. The Annual Report
from that year was released as a ‘Souvenir Report and History’. It was presented in a
unique manner by containing Notes on the Club’s History and a Quarter of Century
Financial Review. This document is now almost certainly the most important source
of information about the Club’s first 25 years. It provides a basic framework of the
development of the Club during these years and is perfectly described by the prophetic
words of its author Sinclair McGibbon. “It is hoped that members will find the
history of interest and it will serve the purpose of a permanent record for future
reference.”43
In the year that marked its quarter century the Club continued on in its normal manner.
Membership rose to 204 and court attendance increased to a phenomenal 3759. This
was up from 2568 the previous year showing an increase of 1911 in a single year!
Along with the success on the membership front the Club closed out the financial year
with a credit balance of £63. This was the first time in the history of the Club that
there was not a bank overdraft to be considered for the following year’s financial
planning.
The major event for the year on the Club calendar remained the Easter Tournament.
Once again it was deemed a great success both socially and financially. The
tournament attracted players from S.A. as well as from the regular W.A. sources. The
terraces erected for spectators were fully used and the lack of accommodation for the
public to watch matches was still a major problem for the Club. The construction of a
permanent grandstand, which would have solved the problem, was held back in the
hope that the King’s Park Board would approve the grant of land for the Ladies
Auxiliary Club.
The reason for delaying the grandstand on the account of receiving land for the ladies
club was done because if land was given to the ladies, then accommodations could be
made for them in the new grandstand. A letter to the King’s Park Board from the
Club dated July 16, 1924 outlined the request for additional land for the ladies courts.
It read in part;
It is our desire to construct a further nine courts on the southern
boundary. The area requested for this purpose is 420 feet running
south, and in the same alignment with our present boundaries. This
area is in addition to the 40 feet recently granted our club.44
The application was held over and a letter dated October 14, 1924 from the King’s
Park Board to the Club read, “Whilst no finality was arrived at the matter is being
shelved for the time being”45. Even though KPTC was unable to receive the land it
desired, the plans for expansion were in the works and well under way. KPTC was on
42
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the verge of becoming one of the premier tennis clubs in Australia. With its central
location in Perth, beautiful surrounding park land, thirteen grass courts, clubhouse and
plans for a large grandstand and more courts in the future, the Club was perfectly
positioned to thrive and flourish for many years.
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Chapter Three
Growth and Development
With KPTC being fully recovered from the war and continuing to position itself as the
premier tennis club in Western Australia, 1925 can be seen as the year of the
beginning of the Club’s most ambitious scheme to date.
It was in 1925 that McGibbon’s scheme to gain land to construct a ladies section of
the Club, and to build a new grandstand and pavilion were accepted by the King’s
Park Board. This proved to be a major victory for the Club as it had hoped for this
development to be approved for a number of years.
The climate of the all male club had changed to the point where it was willing to
facilitate auxiliary lady members. This acceptance was the only reason that the King’s
Park Board was willing to consider the Club’s application for further land. There is
little doubt that they would not have backed down from the previous position of
allowing the Club any further land until it admitted lady members. A letter
confirming the land and the Board’s position in regard to the lady members confirms
this by stating:
My Board are prepared to grant your Club the area asked for
providing your Club admit ladies auxiliary members and the courts
constructed on this area to be used for their exclusive use.1
The aforementioned land totalled a grant of 420 feet, which was added to the
previously granted 40 feet for the construction of the grandstand. On the total of this
land was constructed the new Members’ Stand and Pavilion and Club’s southern
courts. The significance of this is immeasurable in regard to the history and
development of the Club. Not only did it provide the Club with a wonderful
grandstand and pavilion that still service the Club to this day, but it also led to the
eventual doubling of courts available for the use of Club members.
The southern courts were originally constructed for the sole use of the lady auxiliary
members. However, the tremendous foresight and planning that had so often
benefited the Club was again in effect here. McGibbon, and others behind the scheme
surely realised that these courts would one day be available for all members to utilise,
as it was no doubt inevitable that ladies would one day enjoy full playing status at the
Club.
Financing of the new developments was dealt with by the very capable committee. A
statement printed in the 1925 Annual Report gives a clear and concise description as
to what, and how much would be required to finance the new endeavour. It also gave
some representation as to how these funds were being used at the time.
An Improvement Committee, consisting of our President (Mr RO
Law), our Senior Vice President (Mr FJ Wood), and our Captain
1
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(Mr SJ McGibbon) was appointed to draw up a scheme to provide
for: (a) A Grandstand, (b) A Ladies Pavilion, (c) Nine Additional
Grass Courts, (d) A New Water Supply. This Committee’s ideas
were embodied in a booklet entitled ‘How to raise £5000’, in which
the scheme was outlined showing how it was thought finances could
be arranged. The scheme was launched on 23 March 1925, and the
response was spontaneous from all quarters. It was hoped that the
Committee’s proposals could be provided at a cost of £5000.
Subsequently it was found that this sum was not sufficient to cover
the cost, and authority was granted by members to increase the
debenture issue to £6000. Up to date the sum of £4145 has been
promised or subscribed on debentures, and a further £2000 is
required.
The erection of the Grandstand and Ladies Pavilion is now
proceeding satisfactorily, and is to be completed by 21 March next.
The grass courts have been laid and it is certain that they will be
ready by our next Easter Tournament.2
The response to financing the Club’s improvements was once again well subscribed
to. In the past Club members had been willing to make financial contributions for the
enhancement of the Club, and this case was no different. There was a certain sense of
pride amongst the members that they were contributing to something special. Many
members probably closely believed the committee’s views on current proceedings
that:
The improvements and extensions initiated during the past year will
probably be remembered in years to come as being the greatest
achievement in any one year during the Club’s existence.3
The above statement was definitely directed at soliciting assistance for the financing
of the new courts and the grandstand. Many members who had previously given
generously to the development of the Club would not want to miss out on an
opportunity to help with what was being viewed as the greatest improvement to date.
The success of all of the planning and the implementation of the scheme in 1925
relied on a sufficient response from potential lady members to make it viable. The
Annual Report mentions that it expected the allowable limit of lady members to be
exceeded. This was not a surprise because even though there had been no official lady
members at the Club for over twenty years, there had always been continual behind
the scenes support from them. There was rarely a successful Club event since the
resignation of the lady members that had not seen their considerable influence. In fact
Annual Reports throughout those years were consistent in their praise of the lady
friends of the Club and their efforts given at Club functions.
The 1925 Annual Report also mentioned that apart from expecting to exceed the
allowable limit for lady members, that preference for membership would be given to
2
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ladies who had subscribed for debentures or who had helped the Club financially in
the past. The committee realised that this stipulation would most likely influence
more financial involvement from those ladies wishing to be members. While it was a
discriminatory measure taken by the Club it was a sure-fire way to help gain much
needed money for the construction project.
The entire process of securing the land and building the new grandstand, pavilion and
courts can be heavily attributed to the influence of Sinclair McGibbon. He had been
the driving force behind originally initiating the process by being the leading
proponent of reincorporating lady members back into the Club. From the time that the
King’s Park Board initially refused to grant extra land to the Club due to it not having
lady members, McGibbon began his crusade to gain them admittance. His work had
paid off by early 1925. On 29 January 1925, on letterhead from his own firm, but
signed as KPTC Captain, McGibbon wrote to the King’s Park Board confirming the
success of his efforts. In this letter he thanked the Board on behalf of the Club for the
extra ground, and informed them that they had agreed to the stipulations connected
with the grant, and also advised the board of the Club’s scheme to raise the required
money for the proposed improvements.4
Without doubt the news of the extra land granted by the King’s Park Board to the
Club was the biggest news of 1925. However, there were also a number of other
important events that also took place during the course of the year. The Club was
incorporated, and hence became known officially as King’s Park Tennis Club
Incorporated. Membership stood at 203, and an increasing wait on the junior member
list was noted. The Club also won the A Grade pennant with a team consisting of
K.M. McDougal, N. Brearly, E. Gilchrist and F. Edmondson.5
The Easter Tournament of 1925 was one of the most successful ever conducted. It
once again incorporated the City of Perth Championships and gained a considerable
profit. Players from N.S.W. and S.A. participated as well as two Davis Cup players,
R.E. Schlesinger and F. Kalms. Significantly for the Club, Ron Ford won the Junior
Singles Championship. Ford had joined the Club in 1925 and would go on to be one
of the most distinguished players in state history. He would win the State Open
Singles on two separate occasions and remain a member of the Club until 1942.
The year 1926 heralded the official opening of the 620 seat Members Stand and
Pavilion, as well as the incorporation of the lady auxiliary members into the Club.
Basically the year served as the period in which all of the planning and work from
1925 and before was put into effect. It was certainly a great time for the Club.
The grandstand and pavilion were opened on 27 March 1926 by the Lord Mayor of
Perth, Mr Franklin. The total cost of the buildings amounted to £5461.19.3 and the
additional cost of the new courts amounted to £2674.4.3.6
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This was well over the original estimated cost of £5000 for the new additions and
even exceeded the £6000 that was later allowed for. Even this excess expenditure
could not dampen the enthusiasm for the new additions to the Club. The committee
remained confident that it could cover the costs with the expected increase in revenue
and membership that the new additions would bring to the Club.
Certainly this was solid logic because the grandstand could be used to host larger
tennis events and gain more money from spectators. The increased number of courts
had guaranteed an increase of members with the ladies already fully subscribing their
positions, and most likely other members would be attracted to the Club with its new
amenities.
The Club had raised the necessary finance by way of the issue of 8% debentures to the
extent of £4900. The balance of the remaining money had been guaranteed by the
Club’s bankers.7 The bankers had been willing to give the additional money on the
strength of personal guarantees given by members of the Club Committee. While the
financing for the Club’s latest venture seemed a little risky on the surface, most
involved with it were supremely confident of its success. KPTC was entering a new
era in its development and construction, and it was doing it exactly the same way it
had done it in the past - full speed ahead.
As in the past the improvements made were well worth the financial commitment to
the Club.
With the facilities now at our disposal, we are in the position to
stage the finest tournament in the Commonwealth and should this
State be favoured with a visit from any International tennis players,
our Club’s premises make it possible to conduct exhibition games in
a manner creditable to the State.8
With the completion of the grandstand the Club had positioned itself to be able to host
international competition. Western Australia had been lacking a facility capable of
this, and now KPTC had opened the door for it to happen.
The actual design and completion of the grandstand and pavilion were once again
largely brought about due to the influence of McGibbon. This project had been
fostered by his imagination and desire, and the design was the culmination of his
world tour. He had led a roving commission that had travelled to and visited many of
the leading tennis clubs around the world. This resulted in the club being able to
obtain the latest information and ideas on grandstand construction, and many of these
were suggested to the architects (Eales and Cohen) and were put into the final design.
Part of McGibbon’s influence on the final design can be seen with the change of the
originally proposed English Tudor style to Cape Dutch. McGibbon had visited the
famous home of Cecil Rhodes (Groot Shuor) in Cape Town, South Africa, which was
built using the Cape Dutch theme. He used this to finalise the design of the pavilion
7
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while the grandstand was built along the lines of a racing grandstand visited in Buenos
Aries, Argentina.
As expected, these improvements opened in 1926 made immediate improvements in
the success of the Club’s annual activities. The Easter Tournament was a huge
success and eclipsed all previous efforts. The grandstand made viewing the
tournament a pleasurable experience for the public, and the crowds responded
accordingly by their turnout. There was also a strong contingent of players from
N.S.W. and Victoria.
The proposed water scheme from 1925 also received heavy consideration from the
Club in 1926. It was financed by the Club and Hale School, which was responsible
for the maintenance of the adjoining Hale Oval. The scheme led to a noticeable
improvement in the Club’s turf and gardens, and meant that the courts could be kept
in excellent condition on a year round basis.
A roadway costing £1339 was constructed from Outram Street to the Club pavilion,
and a start was made on a parking area on the western side of the Club. The parking
lot was being constructed by clearing the land from the roadway to the Club’s western
boundary. The committee had realised that parking space was a potential problem for
their newly created facility. Inadequate parking would mean that members and guests
would not be fully able to appreciate the outstanding facilities that the Club was able
to provide.
Without doubt 1926 was a banner year for the Club, not only had it managed to open
two significant extensions, but it also looked like the schemes to finance them were
going to be a success as well. The Club benefited by adding 31 new members as well
as adding 125 additional lady auxiliary members. This meant that revenue was being
gained from an additional 156 members, all who were paying subscriptions that would
help finance the Club’s debt.
The new influx of members was expected but definitely exceeded all expectations of
the committee, especially in regard to the lady auxiliary members. The 1926 Annual
Report notes that:
It was originally intended to limit Lady Membership to 100, but
owing to the number of applications received before the courts were
available for play, your Committee decided to increase the number
to 125.10
On top of this there were twenty ladies on a waiting list to join the Club. However, it
was felt that they should not be admitted until it was shown that attendance was at a
level that could justify their membership. The committee remained concerned about
the overall wear and tear on the courts and on the premises as the result of the sudden
influx in membership, and was forced to form a waiting list because of this.

9
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A familiar plan of attack was taken up by the committee in 1927 to help improve the
Club. As had been the case in the past, the year following one that had seen massive
construction and change was followed by one spent on smaller issues and trying to
consolidate what had already been achieved.
The most significant event of 1927 was the construction of the main entrance to the
Club. The reason for it was much the same as the construction of the parking lot; that
there had to be a way for patrons to easily access the Club’s facilities. The final
efforts to construct the entrance would take some thirty years, but all efforts had their
origins in 1927. In that year the original entrance to the Club was built opposite Colin
Street. The following year in 1928, a second entrance was built opposite Outram
Street, which serves as the main entrance today.
The construction of the entrance opposite Outram Street was made due to the
increasing parking requirements of the Club. The reason that this entrance would
eventually supersede the Colin Street entrance as the main entrance to the Club was
because of the land available on the western (Outram Street) side of the Club. In 1928
the Club took over the portion of King’s Park west of the Old Wooden Pavilion. This
land was reticulated and planted with ornamental shrubs to provide an area more
accessible for members to park their cars. It remained the Club’s main parking area
until 1961 when the King’s Park Board allowed the use of about one acre of land west
of the McGibbon stand which remains the Club’s main parking area today.11
The entrance to the Club was to be marked by a pair of iron gates that were purchased
by the Club for £30 in 1927. It was noted that the Club made an excellent purchase,
as the original price of the gates was £120.12 A similar pair of gates were also donated
to the Club by Sir Thomas Coombe. The gates were scheduled to be positioned at
both the Colin and Outram Street entrances to the Club.
In 1928 former president R.O. Law undertook the cost of bronzing and erecting the
Colin Street entrance gates. Unfortunately due to long running roadwork to King’s
Park Road the gates were not erected until 1934. Once erected, the gates set a
magnificent entrance to the Club. The feature of the Outram Street gates was the
support structures of the red brick piers with the Club monogram at the head of each
pier.
The Club continued with consolidating its Outram Street entrance in 1936 when a
bitumen surface road was added, making quality access to the Club further available.
Over the years, various other improvements were made, with perhaps the most
significant occurring in 1971. In that year the road between the piers was removed
and was replaced by twin roads positioned on either side of the piers. Although this
ended the function of the piers serving as the actual entrance to the Club, they remain
to this day marking the Club’s location and serve as an easy point of reference for
anyone looking to find the Club. Their historical and heritage value to the Club is
simply incalculable.
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Another item of interest surrounding the Club’s entrance is that of the bronze gates.
They are no longer a feature of the entrance and were sold to Hale School for £30 in
1960.13 These were the very same gates that the club purchased in 1927 for a bargain
price of £30 and were estimated to cost at least £120.
The beginning of the establishment of a major entrance to the Club was the highlight
of 1927. There were other noticeable improvements made to the Club’s premises that
year. The balance of the original wooden fencing was replaced by tubular galvanised
iron fencing. This completed the process that was started in 1922, and remains the
unique style of fencing favoured by the Club today.14
The Members’ Pavilion was able to be utilised by the Club for the first time in 1927.
There were two dances held during the year, although it was noted that the revenue
generated from the ballroom was disappointing. The Committee was keen to have
members use the facilities for their own private functions to help generate revenue for
the Club. This was the beginning of the Club hiring out its premises for this purpose,
and even today the hiring of the pavilion is a strong revenue producer for the Club.
Membership for 1927 increased by 46 for the year. This was coupled with an increase
in the lady auxiliary membership to 148.15 The increase in ladies membership meant
the original estimated use of the courts and facilities was less than anticipated and
subsequently more ladies could be admitted. Membership would however be closed
again at the point in time when attendances made it necessary due to excessive wear
and tear.
On the competition side of things the Club was again able to win the A Grade pennant
for men. The Easter Tournament was a success, with visitors from Victoria, N.S.W.
and S.A. entering and competing.
In 1928 King’s Park Tennis Club achieved a major first for its own prestige and the
prestige of tennis in Western Australia. For the first time ever, an international tennis
event was played in the State. This was a match between Australia and France. It was
played on the exhibition courts, with the new Members’ Pavilion providing a great
vantage point for spectators. Along with the Australia versus France fixture, there
was a series of exhibition matches played by the touring Australian Women’s Team.
It was a great event that had culminated many years of planning and building at the
Club.
The event was launched by a major civic reception and dinner held by WALTA for the
visiting French players, Australian Davis Cup Team, and Australian Women’s Team.
The dinner was an extremely stylish affair held at the Hotel Esplanade with a menu
filled with the finest French cuisine. The importance of the affair for the state can be
represented by the inclusion of the Governor of Western Australia on the guest list,
who made a speech to welcome the visitors and open the event.16
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France vs Australia

The international match featured Australia’s Davis Cup Team of Gerald Patterson,
Harry Hopman and Jack Crawford against the mighty French team, which included
two of the legendary ‘Four Musketeers’, Toto Brugnon and Jean Borotra. Borotra had
recently won the 1928 Australian Singles Championship.
The French were on top of the world when they came to Perth.
Moreover, apart from their tennis ability, both individually and as a
team they were charismatic and exuded charm. They were regarded
as a great advertisement for tennis.17
The women’s exhibition matches were staged between the Australian Women’s Team
on its way to South Africa and Europe. The team included Meryl O’Hara Wood,
Louise Bickerton, Daphne Ackhurst and Esna Boyd. Both events and the participants
are recorded by a tablet mounted on the wall by the servery in the Members’ Pavilion.
The matches were keenly contested and were a credit to their venue. The Daily News
cited Norman Brooks as describing the matches as “perhaps the best tennis ever seen
in Australia”.18 Brooks’ assessment may have been correct if the score of the tie was
any indicator. France was victorious by a score of 5 rubbers, 13 sets, 116 games to
17
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Australia’s 4 rubbers, 11 sets, 110 games. Harry Hopman was described as
“outstanding but Gerald Patterson, who complained that he had too much tennis and
travelling of late, was below form”.19

The French Team – M. Jean Borotra, M. Jacques Brugnon, M. Christian Boussus

The men’s fixture was the major draw card for the event, however the women’s
matches were considered to be as equally hotly contested as the men’s.
The last match on the three-day program was designated as the final
of the Melbourne Cricket Club Ladies Doubles (after its
postponement in Melbourne the previous weekend). It provided a
fitting climax with Akhurst and Bickerton defeating Boyd and
O’Hara Wood 6 - 2, 10 - 8.20
The success of the international fixture was a great boost for KPTC. It had been thrust
to the forefront of state tennis, and claimed a place on both the national and
international stage. The 1928 Annual Report stated that:
Your Committee felt proud of the part our Club had in making these
matches a credit to our State, and the Australian Lawn Tennis
19
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Association have acknowledged that neither the grounds nor the
running of the fixture could be improved upon.21

Miss Bickerton

The Committee also felt confident that due to the success of the first international tie
held at the Club that, “Western Australia will be included in arrangements of all future
tours”.22
21
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The success of the tie meant that the Club was set to move into a new era that
promised many exciting things. It was suggested after the tie that, “Western Australia
should apply to hold the Australian Championships in Perth once every six years.”23
This recommendation was made largely on the assumption that KPTC would be the
venue. The supreme location of the club, coupled with the excellent grass courts and
its newly erected Members’ Pavilion made a compelling argument for this.
The Club had positioned itself nicely at the forefront of tennis in the State. However,
a problem had arisen alongside the ascendancy of KPTC. There were some people
who believed that King’s Park had perhaps too willingly manipulated tennis politics in
the state for its own benefit. This stigma would dog the Club during these years, and
unfortunately, on the surface it seemed very much to be true. At the time of the
international match with France, Sinclair McGibbon was the president of WALTA
and the WALTA Executive was comprised of a large percentage of people associated
with King’s Park.
The situation of the dominance of tennis in the state by King’s Park was a hotly
contested affair, and held a lot more to it than would originally be thought if just
taking it for surface value. The common view was taken in a Sunday Times article
that was written on 23 June 1929. The article pointed out:
Of nine officials with seats on the executive, eight are prominent
members of the King’s Park Club..... It seems anomalous that with
90 constituent bodies represented on the council eight-ninths of the
executive officers should be chosen from one club.24
The Sunday Times article was representative of the common assertion that WALTA
was a King’s Park association, created and maintained to service the Club. This
theory deserves considerable attention because the executive was dominated by King’s
Park and a number of decisions over the years that had been made by WALTA had
favoured the Club. However, a little careful digging underneath the surface reveals a
more complex situation.
The WALTA Executive was created to help regulate the association and improve its
organisational efficiency. This was something that was readily conceded as needing to
be done in the 1920’s. The fact that King’s Park had eight of the nine executive
members was an obviously unfair advantage, but can be validated by the fact that most
deserved their positions, and in particular the President, Sinclair McGibbon.
No one doubted McGibbon’s commitment to tennis and his role in
broadening the base of the Association. He had been awarded life
membership but tended to be overbearing in the performance of his
duties. One leading player likened him to ‘God’. With McGibbon
flanked by an Executive team from the King’s Park Club, the
22

Annual Report, 1928
Phillips, p.105. From WALTA Minutes, 17 March 1928.
24
Phillips, p.100. From Sunday Times, 23 June 1929.
23

43

domination theory can be comprehended, although not necessarily
accepted.25
There can be little doubt that at the time McGibbon was president of WALTA and
Captain of KPTC that his plans for both the association and the Club coincided with
one another. It was also likely that he had the best interests of the game at heart
during this period as well. Western Australia needed something to put it on the tennis
map, and his drive and passion had lead to one club developing the facilities to do
that. There is a strong likelihood that if McGibbon had been involved as heavily with
another club that it would have received the same benefits from his membership.
The fact that King’s Park was able to hold the 1928 International match was the likely
cause of a lot of the animosity directed at The Club. Many people were jealous of the
position that King’s Park had been able to work itself into. The major reason that the
tie was held at King’s Park though, is also one of the strongest refuting acts of the
King’s Park domination theory. The simple fact remains that WALTA was not able to
secure a suitable headquarters to conduct its operations out of. This problem would
take over sixty years to eventually be solved which gives some evidence towards the
complexity of the situation.
At the time of the match with France, WALTA was headquartered at Kitchener Park
in Subiaco. This was proving to be an inadequate facility for the Association, which
had been looking to move to a more permanent site known as the Mt Lawley Reserve.
However, nothing would eventuate from this venture and WALTA looked at
consolidating its position at Kitchener Park. This would involve improving the courts,
gaining a larger stand for spectators, and convincing Subiaco ratepayers to allow
Sunday play. After careful consideration, it was decided that the cost to update
Kitchener Park to suitable standards would place too much strain on the Association’s
budget
With this decided it was inevitable that WALTA must abandon its Kitchener Park
location. WALTA Minutes from 24 July 1928 recorded the following:
i.
The Association abandon the Kitchener Park courts and the
equipment it presently controlled.
ii.
International and interstate matches, the Australian
Championships and the State Championships be allocated to the
most suitable clubs capable of controlling the event.26
This move obviously benefited King’s Park immeasurably. Even though it was
McGibbon as the president of WALTA who eventually forced this issue, he had
initially proposed a plan to raise money to help improve the Kitchener Park facility.
The plan involved the issue of debentures and the placing of a levy on associated clubs
affiliated with WALTA. Unfortunately the affiliated clubs did not support the
institution of a levy to help finance the improvement of Kitchener Park, and as a
25
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result, virtually forced the adoption of the measures proposed to abandon WALTA’s
home.
The fact that WALTA was left without a home made King’s Park the likely candidate
to host major state tennis events. The international match occurred before the
Association decided to abandon Kitchener Park, but it’s success surely helped to
hasten the decision. King’s Park had generously donated the use of its grounds and
equipment free of charge to WALTA during the tie. This act obviously helped to
make the tie a success, and also helped to assure that King’s Park would be strongly
considered for the next event of this magnitude.
The next international event was in fact already being planned for. The 1928 Annual
Report mentions that negotiations were underway with an English team touring the
Eastern States. It was hoped to have them come and play against an Australian team
at KPTC in early 1929. The Annual Report also mentions the decision of WALTA to
abandon the Kitchener Park facility. The explanation offered for that was, “It was a
case of going in for a further capital expenditure of between five and six thousand
pounds on the grounds to enable the proper conduct of International Matches”.27
With the success of the France versus Australia fixture that the Club had helped to
assure by its generous donation of grounds and equipment to WALTA, it was ready to
become the dominant host of international tennis in the state. The success of the tie
had meant that WALTA could afford to abandon its home and rely on clubs like
King’s Park to shoulder the burden of hosting important tennis events. King’s Park of
course was all too willing to assist and almost boasted that:
Your Committee, after careful consideration, have offered to help
the Association, and it is quite possible that for some years our Club
may be entrusted with the conduct of these fixtures.28
To gain support for this development from Club members the Committee made its
customary appeal to the sense of duty of those associated with the Club. When
discussing this issue in the Annual Report the committee states that:
It places a great deal of responsibility on our shoulders, probably
greater than we have previously accepted, of seeing that the
reputation we have built up of sparing neither work nor thought in
carrying these competitions to a successful conclusion is
maintained.29
The events of 1928 were the beginning of a relationship between WALTA and King’s
Park that would last for over sixty years. From this point onward the Club and the
Association would grow together in regard to the staging of international competition
tennis in the state, and nearly all successful international competition would be held
on the King’s Park courts.
27
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It can be claimed that the process of developing a full working relationship between
KPTC and WALTA was adversely affected by the Club’s dominance of the WALTA
Executive during these years. While the influence of McGibbon and others can be
seen it is difficult to refute that they had the best interests of tennis in the state at hand
when they made their decisions.
From the moment that the Members’ Stand and Pavilion were constructed at King’s
Park it had gained the place of the premier tennis venue in the state. With no
competition to speak of in regard to facilities at this time it would seem inevitable that
King’s Park would receive the cream of tennis fixtures that came to Western
Australia. The impression given to visitors was extremely important for an isolated
city like Perth. Anything that was deemed to be substandard provided an easy excuse
for visitors not to return. It was also very important for WALTA to reflect well on the
Australian tennis community to help Western Australia gain its fair share of
international and national tennis events. This meant that the strong facilities and
impeccable reputation of KPTC went a long way in helping influence the decisions
made which benefited the Club in the late 1920’s.
Along with all of the hype associated with the international fixture regular business
activities filled the calendar at King’s Park during the year. The Easter Tournament,
which was traditionally the strong point of the Club’s year, fell off. This was
attributed to the international match, and would become a disturbing trend in the
following years. The poor performance of the tournament was also attributed to the
fact that: “The weather throughout the Tournament was variable, rain falling on most
of the days”.30
Apart from the Easter Tournament all other areas were considered to be successful.
The ladies A Grade won the pennant. The Club managed to reduce its overdraft, and
membership increased to 42931 for the year. With the Club being in such a strong
position at this point in time the final comment of the 1928 Annual Report comes as a
surprise. It read:
Your Committee wonders whether the younger generation of our
members realise the debt of gratitude they are under to the ladies
and gentlemen who subscribed their money on debentures without
any security other than the record of our Club for carrying out its
obligations, and which made the creation of our Club’s premises a
possibility.32
The largest anticipated event for the Club in 1929 was the international match
between a team from the British Isles and Australia. Unfortunately, even with all the
careful planning, this did not turn out to be as successful as expected. This was
partially due to the high standards set by the match with France, and the fact that none
of the players involved were all that prominent. “Bunny” Austin was a member of the
British team, but had yet to reach his full potential, and local champion Ron Ford,
30

Annual Report, 1928.
Annual Report, 1928.
32
Annual Report, 1928.
31

46

were the two highest profile members for the local crowds. Still they did not help
draw the expected crowds, and with the British team being too strong this did not help
either.
Disappointment at the lack of success of the match with the British Isles was tempered
with the knowledge that international tennis had been played on the KPTC courts for
the past two years. It also came to light that:
After his return to France the great Borotra, writing in a French
magazine, said that after travelling round the world it was left to a
little place like Perth to provide the best courts anywhere for him to
play on.33
This was incredible praise and recognition for the Club, and something that it could be
very proud of. Such important international recognition was not easy to come by, and
could be appreciated by the larger tennis community throughout the world.
Now that King’s Park had established itself on the international tennis scene, the time
had come to focus on rejuvenating the Easter Tournament. In 1929 the Easter
Tournament was held as the State Championships for the first time. This came about
as the result of WALTA abandoning its home at Kitchener Park in 1928, and
subsequently promising to run the State Championships at suitable clubs in the Perth
area.
King’s Park was the logical choice as the first alternate site for the event, and the
Easter Tournament was the perfect setting for it due to past success. The 1929
tournament, however, was not the financial success of past years, and with this
occurring two years in a row there was some measure of panic amongst the
Committee. Something had to be done to make the tournament the highlight of the
Club calendar again.
The falling off of profits from the Easter Tournament was investigated, and a number
of reasons surfaced that could be applied to this. The visit of the French and British
Isles teams preceding the tournament were common factors and reduced the spectator
appeal of the event. Other clubs had begun their own Easter events, and as a result
players had more choices as to where they could play. The incorporation of the State
Championships into the event meant that the overall standard of competition at the
tournament increased. This proved to be a negative as far as numbers of competitors
went because many club players preferred to play elsewhere at events that the level of
competition was not so strong. The final reason for the fall in popularity of the
tournament was attributed to the lack of participation of prominent Eastern States
players. These players had drawn crowds in the past and it was assumed that they
would be able to do the same in the future.
Apart from the concern about the Easter Tournament general Club business was
running along at its usual success rate. Membership was increased and the overdraft
was reduced again. With all things considered the Club entered the 1930’s in an
extremely strong position, and showed no signs of giving anything up.
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The end of the 1920’s ended a period of rapid expansion and growth for the Club. It
was an era in which the large majority of the groundwork was done for the future and
current development of the Club. Even with all of this expansion, the Club remained
loyal to the traditions it had established, which it strived to develop and maintain.
There are two major examples of how the Club did this during this time. The first
involved the newly erected Club gates that marked the entrance. In 1929 the King’s
Park gates were closed every night. Not just the gates to the tennis club, but to the
entire park. The Club’s groundsman at the time, Peter Ferguson, “was paid one
shilling a month by the Perth Board to open and close the Outram Street and Colin
Street gates each day”.34
The second example deals with the amateur status of tennis at the time, and the efforts
that the Club made to preserve this. While the Club was somewhat progressive in the
way that it built and developed its facilities, it remained conservative towards the sport
it promoted. The following extract from club minutes from 1929 is a perfect example
of this.
The question of trophies was brought up by Mr SJ McGibbon, and it
was decided that next year before any Tournament a
recommendation should be made to the Tournament Committee that
the Trophy Orders should contain a clause stating that no wearable
or consumable articles may be purchased. It was decided that only
engravable articles should be allowed to be purchased.35
These conservative ways did not stop the Club from entering the new decade with the
same hopes of development like the previous ten years. Unfortunately it was in 1930
that the Club first began to be impacted by the Great Depression. The Club was no
different than any other organisation facing the financial strains of the times.
Fortunately though many members had experienced the difficult post World War One
years and were equipped to deal with the present situation. The conclusion of the
1928 Annual Report may have been attempting to prepare members for the difficult
time ahead, and the conclusion of the 1930 Annual Report was most certainly trying to
rally members into supporting the Club through the difficult times. It stated:
In view of the disturbed position of public and private finance at the
moment, it is hoped that all members will take a keen interest in the
finances of the Club, and it is desirable that difficulties in the future,
as your Committee see them, should be understood by every
member.36
Perhaps one of the biggest indicators about the difficult financial situation experienced
by the Club was the fact that 1930 represented the first time in history that the Club
experienced difficulties in collecting annual subscriptions. In the past members had
never had problems with the on time payment of their membership dues. To help
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promote on time payment an extraordinary meeting was held after the 1930 Annual
General Meeting to approve the addition of a one shilling per month fine for
subscriptions that were left unpaid. The measure was carried unanimously by those in
attendance.
Along with the measure of adding a shilling a month to unpaid membership
subscriptions the Committee also added another initiative to help with ailing revenues
in the face of depression. In a tactic that was used in the Club’s previous period of
financial difficulty it attempted to embark on a membership drive. Members were
urged to introduce new members to the Club, and to help dispel the notion that
membership to the Club was closed. This notion was believed to adversely affect
membership in the best of times and it was hoped that if word was spread more people
would see fit to join the Club.

Aerial view of the courts and pavilions c. 1930

Another concern that coincided with the deterioration of the financial situation was
the continued problems associated with the Easter Tournament. As with the previous
couple of years, profit from the tournament was down in 1930. The big difference
with the previous couple of years though was that there was no international match
scheduled before the event. It was therefore decided by the committee that the likely
reason for the decrease in receipts in 1930 was due to the lack of involvement by
Eastern State players. The committee decided to actively remedy this problem by
securing Eastern States players to play in the tournament the following year.
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In a statement that is indicative of the Club and the social attitude and financial
hardships of the times KPTC released its broad reasoning on how it could rejuvenate
interest in the Easter Tournament.
In years gone by, our Tournament has been regarded as a public
holiday, and its popularity was beyond doubt. There is no reason
why this spirit cannot be enlarged, and doubtless, with the
curtailment of other avenues of enjoyment through financial
stringency; our Tournament will draw a considerable amount of
interest from the younger generation. The cost is not excessive, and
the conditions and environment are all that can be desired.37
One thing of significance for the Club during the year was that members Ron Ford and
Mollie McGrath (King) won State Championships in singles at the Easter
Tournament. McGrath also lead the KPTC Ladies A Grade team to the pennant.
Finance dominated Club affairs again in 1931. As the depression began to wreak
havoc upon the greater community, the Club struggled to keep on functioning. The
largest financial undertaking of 1931 was the effort of the Club to reduce its bank
overdraft. This was done because the Club’s bankers had granted the overdraft on the
guarantees of several Club members and committeemen. Due to the difficult financial
times it was decided that contingent liability to these members should be disposed of.
Reducing this liability was achieved by not redeeming any debentures. This action
caused the Club’s bank overdraft to be reduced substantially from £1126 to £643.38
With the success of this it was decided that the Club’s bank overdraft would be
reduced in the future with the same tactic until it had reached a nominal amount. At
this point the Club would resume the usual annual redemption of debentures. The
Club also made an appeal to members to pay their membership fees promptly so that
there could be savings made on overdraft interest.
During 1931 the Club implemented a number of schemes aimed at helping its lagging
financial situation. The foremost of which was the membership drive. Members were
once again urged to help with the falling off in subscriptions. A competition was
instituted to help promote this with the premise of rewarding the lady or gentleman
member that introduced the most new members during the year. Unfortunately the
efforts of the membership drive fell well short of any expectations as membership fell
to 385 against 436 from the previous year.39
Two other schemes discussed to help with finance were a proposal to reduce the
groundsman’s wage from £4.10.0 to £4.5.040 and to introduce a midweek
membership. There is no record as to whether the proposed reduction of the
groundsman’s wage was approved or not, and no records exist of a midweek
membership in the following years. A third scheme was to reduce the charge on
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junior members to £1.1.0 on joining and have the balance of £4.4.0 paid when the
member came of age.41
Fortunately, one action aimed at helping finances in 1931 can be deemed a success.
The Committee decided to approach the debenture holders seeking them to agree to a
reduction of interest rates from 8% to 6%. A total of 78 out of 94 debenture holders
agreed to this.42 This initiative helped the Club relieve part of the interest payments
on the overdraft.
With the tough financial times the highlight of the year for the Club was certainly the
Easter Tournament. After less than satisfactory results over the past three years it
returned to its old glory in 1931. The efforts made to recruit more Eastern States
players into the tournament was a huge success as both receipts and numbers attending
and participating in the tournament increased. The main highlight and likely reason of
the success was the inclusion of Australian Davis Cup representatives, Harry Hopman,
R.E. Schlesinger, and Adrian Quist in the tournament. Hopman played in and won the
singles, doubles and mixed, making him the state champion in all three events.
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Harry Hopman

The conclusion to the 1931 Annual Report gives a decisive description of the spirit
and attitude of the Club, which has dominated its history. It reflects, in no short
measure, that KPTC has always been the domain of the honourable gentleman and
lady.
So much has been recently said to stimulate the interest of members
in the Club that it hardly seems necessary to reiterate in this report
the appeal for the full support of members in the Club’s affairs. The
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Club and all its assets belong to the members. The only profit
anyone gets out of the Club is the right to play an excellent game
under the very best conditions, and in the company of ladies and
gentlemen you need never be ashamed to meet or take to your
homes.
That is what membership in the King’s Park Club means. It is up to
each and every one of us to maintain the Club’s traditions and to
hand on the courts and appointments in the same good order as they
were when we joined up.
Remember you are all enjoying the progressive work of 32 years in
the year 1931.43
All of that progressive work once again paid major dividends for the Club in 1932. In
January and February KPTC hosted the first test match of any description, including
cricket that was held in Western Australia. This was a great breakthrough for the state
and it was conceived that:
The Western Australian Cricket Association at no great distant date
will be able to cite this visit successfully in support of its claim to
have a Cricket Test Match played in Perth.44
The match was a major success with the public and used the prominent players
involved to achieve this. Harry Hopman, Jack Crawford and R. Dunlop represented
Australia, while the Japanese team consisted of Takeichi Harada, Jiro Satoh and
Roosuke Nunoi. The Australian team managed to win a narrow victory from the
match. The Japanese visit to England in 1931 was very popular and spawned a poem:
Ohta, Miki, Satoh,
Incomparable trio they!
They win our pots, and, truth to tell,
They capture all our hearts as well!45
The same sentiments were echoed during the Japanese visit to Australia and certainly
echo the spirit and amateurism of the time.
The test match held at King’s Park occurred only due to the close working relationship
that developed between the Club and WALTA. Praise was showered upon the Club
for its role in developing tennis and hosting the event despite the difficult financial
times.
It is to the credit of the King’s Park Club that, despite this burden
and the difficult times through which we are passing, no diminution
in the excellence of the courts and appointments has taken place,

43

Annual Report, 1931.
WALTA Souvenir Program, Australia versus Japan, 1932.
45
WALTA Souvenir Program, Australia versus Japan, 1932.
44

53

thus enabling this fixture to be carried out under the best of
conditions and in the most pleasing of surroundings.46
With the conclusion of the Japanese visit King’s Park had been the host to three
international fixtures in four years. These had been the only sanctioned international
events ever hosted in the state and it was remarked that:
The time has come when these courts must be regarded not solely as
the courts of the King’s Park Tennis Club, but in the larger sense of
a national Tennis ground for Western Australia and a possession
which is a credit to the State and of which we may all be justly
proud.47
The highlight of the international spectacle of the Australia versus Japan test match
overshadowed all Club activities for the year. However, in a normal year finance
would have once again dominated Club affairs. The drive to reduce the Club’s
overdraft was continued and it was reduced by a further £222. The debenture liability
was decreased by £100.48
Attention was also called to the continued decrease in subscriptions, which was
causing concern amongst the committee. The depression had caused a number of
members to cease their active memberships and it was hoped that improving
conditions would mean some, if not all, would rejoin. This hope, along with the
urging of the committee to have members introduce new members was stressed as the
key to helping with Club finances. Along with this the Club also agreed to a reduction
of entrance fees at an Extraordinary General Meeting to help entice new members.
As had been the case in the previous years when the Club hosted an international
event, the Easter Tournament suffered financially. Along with the Australia versus
Japan test match, the withdrawal of several leading Eastern States players immediately
before the tournament caused it to lose some of its appeal. The end result was that the
Easter Tournament and the international match together had the same profit as the
1931 Easter Tournament. This was an important fact for the Club as it was still
struggling financially.
There were a couple of new initiatives implemented in 1932 that the results of can be
seen today in the operation of the Club. It was decided that a number of courts would
be available for play on an additional extra two days during the week. This made the
courts open every day of the week except Friday. (Currently the courts are only closed
for play on Mondays). The Club also arranged reciprocal rights with the South Yarra
Club in Melbourne. This meant that KPTC members visiting there would be able to
enjoy playing privileges at the Club when they were in Melbourne. This agreement
lasts today with the Royal South Yarra Club and was the first of many such
arrangements to be set up with clubs around Australia and Asia.
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In other events during the year the Club made improvements to its grounds by
installing hot showers and a septic tank at the cost of £150. It was after these
improvements were made that it was commented, “That in spite of general conditions,
the old Club is more than holding its own”.49 Once again in the face of adversity the
Club was still making efforts to expand and improve.
One last thing of interest that occurred in 1932 was that Sinclair McGibbon, and his
partner L. Taylor won the State Veterans Doubles Championship at the Easter
Tournament. He also won it again the following year with A. Hedeman as his partner
this time. Not only was McGibbon the foremost statesman of the Club but he must
have also been a fairly capable tennis player as well.
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J Satoh and J Crawford - 1932

The 1933 Annual Report mentions a visit to the Club by the Australian Davis Cup
Team (Crawford, Turnbull, Quist and McGrath). They played an exhibition match at
KPTC in lieu of a scheduled match between Australia and the USA. This match was
cancelled at the last moment and the Club and WALTA received compensation from
the Australian Association. The result of the exhibition meant that the financial
success of the Easter Tournament was predictably poor compared to years when there
was no other fixture.
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While the exhibition match was undoubtedly the highlight for KPTC in 1933, perhaps
the most significant event was the signing of an agreement between the Club and
WALTA to exclusively hold international and interstate events at the club. WALTA
had finalised the predictable position of the Club being the only place in the state that
was sanctioned to hold major tennis events.
As visiting players and officials had invariably praised the King’s
Park courts and its appointments officials decided to attempt to
secure an agreement, which guaranteed the use of this location for
hallmark events. The final settlement with King’s Park, recorded in
the 1934-35 annual report was the right to use the courts for
interstate and international events on three days per year for an
annual payment of £25.50
The agreement with WALTA meant that the Club was required to make some changes
to its constitution, and this was done at an Extraordinary General Meeting during the
year. An important part of the agreement meant that King’s Park retained its own
seating during events in the Members’ Stand. This was important for the Club
because it meant that it was later able to institute a pavilion membership category that
guaranteed members seats at fixtures held on the exhibition courts. This category of
membership would be a profitable revenue producer for the Club for a number of
years.
Apart from pavilion membership King’s Park gained another advantage from its
seating agreement with WALTA. It meant that WALTA was left without any covered
seating for matches on the exhibition courts. This forced WALTA to construct a stand
to remedy this problem. It was not acceptable for the Association not to have its own
seating at these events, and as a result, planning to build a new stand was commenced
in 1934.
It was also significant in 1933 that the Club began to show signs of financial
consolidation after a number of Depression years. The financial position of the Club
in 1933 was deemed “satisfactory” and the membership drive started to pay some
dividends. In fact 1933 saw 13251 new members join the Club. This rise in
membership meant that the Club had exceeded its total from before the onset of the
Depression in 1929. A further sign of the improving financial position of the Club
was the reduction of the bank overdraft by £190 to £231.52
Two very significant practices were enacted by the Club in 1933. The first was that
the Committee made efforts to collect and bind all available club records. This meant
that all minute books, annual reports, balance sheets and Easter Tournament programs
were collected and put together creating a permanent record of the Club’s history.
The first book of annual reports contains the years 1915-1932, the book of minutes
begins with December 1928 to November 1933, and the tournament programs runs
from 1909 to 1932. These records form the bulk of the evidence surrounding the
Club’s early history, and record all important events in the development of the Club.
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The second practice begun in 1933 was that photographs of all of the Club Presidents
were hung in the men’s dressing rooms under the Members’ Stand. The end result
was a permanent record of all of the men who served the Club in this prestigious
position. It took a significant effort to obtain all of these photos; however, the final
result was well worth it. The Club now had a photographic memory of its presidents
and the tradition is continued currently with the photo gallery being hung in the lounge
of the bar in the Eastman Building.
The fifth test match between Australia and Great Britain was hosted at KPTC in 1934.
It was the result of the agreement forged the previous year between the Club and
WALTA. The event was an unqualified success (although Great Britain won seven
rubbers to five) and as a result of this WALTA approached the Club with plans to
construct a stand on the eastern side of the exhibition courts.

The Australian Team Harry Hopman, Adrian Quist, J. Purcell, E.F. Moon and Reg Ewin

In an effort to improve the Easter Tournament, it was held immediately following the
international event. This was done to help avoid the usual falling off in profits from
the tournament in a year that the Club hosted a major event. The main interstate
competitors, J. Purcell from Victoria and L. Schwartz from South Australia dominated
the competition. Schwartz defeated Purcell in the singles final.
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For the first time the Club allowed a caterer to take care of the catering at the Easter
Tournament. This was an important step because it relieved the duties of the lady
members and allowed them to compete and take a more active role in other
tournament events.
Extensive work was completed to improve the general structure of the Club in 1934.
A pair of wrought iron gates was erected on the ornamental brick pillars at the Outram
Street entrance to the Club. These were the gates that were later removed and sold to
Hale School in 1960. Work done to the Club also included the widening of the
roadway to the west parking lot, which gave members easier access to the Club and
more adequate parking. The Members’ Stand also underwent renovation and the
pillars that obstructed the view to the Exhibition Courts were removed and replaced
with a steel lattice girder.
All of these improvements made during the year greatly enhanced the facilities of the
Club. KPTC was turning into an extremely pleasant venue for tennis. Facilities for
both members and visitors to the Club were definitely of a high standard and were
only set to improve with the proposed construction of another stand in 1935. The total
cost of the improvements made in 1934 totalled £517.53 This expenditure was
indicative of the Club’s trend of heavy spending to improve its facilities. The amount
also signals the improving economy as this sort of expenditure would not have been
considered during the height of the Depression.
An important initiative that was started in 1934 was Pavilion Membership. It was
begun before the fifth test match and was considered a successful undertaking.
Under this scheme Club Members and supporters of the Club, can
for an annual subscription, become Pavilion Members with the right
of two seats in the Members’ Stand for all fixtures held on the Club
courts.54
This was another example of the Club’s innovative thinking to help raise funds. The
first year of Pavilion Memberships raised £237 with 200 members subscribing.55 This
remained a successful scheme for raising money for the Club for a number of years.
Its peak year was 1935 when it raised £304 with a membership of 239.56 The Pavilion
Membership was eventually abolished in 1945 when World War II caused the
suspension of international competition and resulted membership falling to only 7 in
1944.57
Pavilion Membership was replaced in 1945 when An Extraordinary General Meeting
of Members was held on 17 August 1945, and approved the Committee’s proposal to
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abolish Pavilion and Supernumerary Memberships by the institution of Non-Playing
Membership.58
The Club’s innovative thinking during 1930’s was a major reason for its ascendancy
to the pinnacle of Western Australian tennis. Pavilion Membership was only part of
this and it was an important reason that the Club was able to politic for the
construction of an Association Stand.
The solution to WALTA’s problem would be closely associated with internal KPTC
events that took place in 1935. One of the most important events in Club history was
the construction of the McGibbon Stand in 1935. This structure remains one of the
finest tennis viewing facilities in the state today. The magnitude of its importance to
the development of tennis in WA can never be fully stated. The stand on the western
side of the exhibition courts has hosted numerous state, national, and international
events as well as being the home of WALTA for many years.
The movement to construct a large grandstand at KPTC probably had its origins
somewhere during the successful Easter Tournaments of the 1920’s. With the arrival
of international matches to Western Australia the need for increased grandstand
accommodations became even more necessary. With this knowledge in hand Sinclair
McGibbon journeyed to the Eastern States on behalf of WALTA to gain support for
securing greater grandstand accommodation in Western Australia.
At a special meeting of the WALTA Executive Committee on 28 September 1934,
McGibbon reported his findings. He was happy to announce:
That the Association (ALATE) agrees to provide £1000 towards the
cost of the stand, provided the structure would not cost less than
£2500 and provide a minimum seating accommodation for 700.59
With the inevitable construction of the stand set for Western Australia the only
remaining questions were when and where it would be erected. These questions were
quickly addressed at the same meeting in typical McGibbon fashion. McGibbon was
clearly at the helm of steering this valuable advantage toward KPTC. He stated at the
meeting that:
It was essential that if the Association were to persevere with the
idea building operations would have to commence immediately in
order to obtain the full advantage of the four days International
matches which it was expected would be played in Perth on the 4/9
February, 1935.60
With the time frame set as immediately for the construction of the stand only its
location remained in doubt. The next item of business addressed at the meeting was
McGibbon and Q.R. Stow bringing up the point “That a renewal of the Association’s
lease of King’s Park Club courts would be available to the Association.”61 With all
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things considered McGibbon and his cohorts from KPTC on the WALTA Executive
had nicely orchestrated the building of the new stand at King’s Park. It however was
the only real acceptable place available for the stand in the State.
The remainder of 1934 was spent consolidating the details of the stand to be
constructed on the premises of KPTC. On 7 October 1934, J. H. Hargrave was
accepted as the architect and his plan for the stand was made official. Five days later
on October 12th at a WALTA Council meeting a motion was carried to commence
work on the stand immediately. At the same meeting WALTA appropriated £1300 to
be used on construction costs.
There was a minor problem with the outcome of the October 12th meeting. With the
construction of the stand at KPTC it meant technically that it would be the property of
the King’s Park Board because the Club was “tenants-at-will” in the park. The need
for a stand and KPTC’s dominance of the WALTA Executive led to a 22-462 vote in
favour of carrying out construction of the stand along the lines of the existing
proposed plan. With this decision it was now clear that King’s Park was the premier
tennis club in Western Australia.
The next major step for the construction of the stand was to consult with the King’s
Park Board. A meeting of the WALTA Executive was held on 23 October 1934 to
consult with members of KPTC about the grandstand. This was done because
WALTA had already met with the King’s Park Board, but because KPTC was the
tenant of the area concerned the Board refused to deal with WALTA about it anymore.
This essentially meant that the Board had cleared the way for the construction of the
stand.
This meeting also saw agreement reached that the area under the stand would be
available for use for the Club. Along with this the WALTA agreement with the Club
about international matches was extended for a further twenty years beginning 1
January 1935. Furthermore it was decided that the Members’ Stand would be
renamed to the Club Stand and the new stand would be known as the Association
Stand.
With the situation with the King’s Park Board and the naming of the stands having
been sorted out the WALTA Executive met on 10 October 1934 to consider tenders
for construction. The outcome of this meeting was the appointment of Mr T.F. Rennie
as the builder and the lowest tender being subject to WALTA Committee approval.
The next day at the WALTA Central Committee meeting Mr Rennie’s tender was
accepted and approval was given to borrow up to £700 from a bank to make up the
discrepancy between the accepted tender and the amount previously set aside for the
erection of the stand. KPTC also agreed to provide up to £340 for construction costs
of the area underneath the stand.
The planning of McGibbon and the rest of the WALTA and King’s Park Committees
meant that by the time WALTA met on 3 January 1935, it was apparent that the stand
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would be ready for international matches in February. There was only one major
subject that caused any conjecture at this meeting. Due to an oversight by the architect
the seating in the stand had not been properly completed.
The present seats were only 9.5” high and were undoubtedly
uncomfortable and if used in their present state would make the
stand unpopular in the future.63
With this established it was decided that the stand could not be used in its present
condition, and,
It would be necessary to have slatted seating made so as to rest on
the top of the existing seating accommodation. This would increase
the height of the seat by 7.5” or a total of 17”64
T.F. Rennie, the contractor, quoted £84 to complete the required slatted seating to
accommodate 704 persons and the committee accepted this.
The new seating was an unwanted expense, due to the fact that the Exhibition matches
were only a month away and it was necessary to have the work completed to fully take
advantage of them. It was hoped that some of the cost would be defrayed by the
Broadcasting and Press Box. The original slatted seating survives today and is
testimony to the necessity of the expenditure.
The next item of business to be decided was to have the Lieutenant Governor, Sir
James Mitchell, invited to the matches and have him open the new stand and the
International Match. He did this, and with it a new era of top quality tennis was
ushered into Western Australia, all of it to be hosted at KPTC.
The WALTA Annual Report of 1935 offered an excellent summary of the
construction of the grandstand.
The Association, during the year, by arrangement with the King’s
Park Club, erected a pavilion to provide ample and better seating
accommodation for tennis patrons. As the Australian Lawn Tennis
Association at the time was assisting State Associations with grants
for the purpose, your Council, particularly in view of the then
approaching International matches, considered the time opportune
to extend its available seating accommodation, and in the process
employ its surplus funds in furtherance of the objects of the
Association.
The final cost of the structure was £3043.4.8, of which £1000 was
contributed by the Australian Association, and £348.17.1 by King’s
Park Tennis Club, the cost to the Local Association being
£1694.7.7. A splendid additional structure has, as a result, been
63
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made available, and it is anticipated that public patronage in the
future will fully justify the venture.65

Modified Plans of The McGibbon Stand (Nee The Association Stand)

King’s Park Tennis Club and Western Australian tennis benefited greatly from the
construction of the Association Stand, later named the McGibbon Stand in 1935. The
Club’s committee was instrumental in the success of this venture and their planning
was the key. During discussion on the appearance of the stand in 1934 it was decided
65
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that, “The structure of the stand will be in harmony with the Members’ Stand both as
to appearance and floor level.”66
This planning served well for the aesthetic appearance of the Club, and made future
heritage listings much easier. The Cape Dutch theme of both the Members’ Stand and
the Association Stand made it seem like nothing was out of the ordinary for the
Exhibition Court area. Even after the construction was completed the Club continued
to attempt to keep up appearances. The 1935 Annual Report stated that:
When the stand was completed it became evident that to preserve
harmony and also for utilitarian reasons, some alterations to the
Club’s western boundary and to the roadway and parking area
adjoining the Grandstand would be necessary.67

KPTC’s Men’s A Grade Team 1935-36
Standing: W.H. Halliday, G.B. Davis, J.B. Kinnane
Seated: R.D. Ford (Captain) and C.W. Clarke

It was thought that the new Grandstand and other improvements would much improve
the appearance of the Club premises in general. Apart from the improvement in
appearances it was realised that the new stand,
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Will be of inestimable value when negotiations are taking place in
the future for the holding of fixtures on the Club’s grounds, and will
materially assist in ensuring that Western Australia obtains its fair
share of such (international) matches.68
The benefit that the stand brought to Western Australian tennis was apparent in early
1935 when an international match was held at KPTC. This match featured John
Bromwich, Vivian McGrath and Adrian Quist playing for Australia and an
international contingent represented by Roderick Menzel, Georgio de Stefani, E.
Mazer and V.G. Kirby. The tie ended in a nine rubber to two victory by the Australian
team.

KPTC’s Ladies’ A Grade Team 1935-36
Standing: Miss J. Williams and Miss A. Carcary
Seated: Miss J. Glover and Miss M. McGrath (Captain) – Absent: Mrs R. Preston

Apart from the Australian victory the other success of the tie was the new stand.
King’s Park had proven to be a worthy venue for the tie as some 787769 spectators
turned out to watch in the comfort of the new Association Stand. Unfortunately the
large crowds did not guarantee a financial success.
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The gross receipts for the six days match totalled £1037.4.6 of
which the Australian Lawn Tennis Association received £674.4.5 in
terms of agreement. The net result to the Association was a profit
of £35.15.6.70
This was obviously not the type of profit WALTA had anticipated after the
construction of the new stand, and it was not the profit that KPTC had anticipated
either. The KPTC Committee dealt with the setback by rebating £100 to WALTA
after the end of the tie. The Annual Report stated that:
Although your Committee had, in anticipation of the extra payment
of £150 due to it under the agreement with the Association, incurred
expenditure in relation to the match of over £100, it felt that, in all
the circumstances, it should rebate this amount to the Association,
which was done.71
Even though KPTC had not profited from the new stand immediately, it was now set
up to be in the position to host more international tennis events. Sinclair McGibbon
had played a considerable role from both the standpoint of WALTA and the club in
securing a first class facility for Western Australian tennis.
While there was some room for speculation about the ulterior motives of the WALTA
Committee in constructing the stand at KPTC, McGibbon, along with others realised
that KPTC was the only suitable venue for the Association Stand at that point in time.
There was no other club in the Perth area that already had existing Exhibition courts
and an existing grandstand accommodation that would have made construction
feasible. Even though the international match in 1935 was not a financial success for
either the Club or the Association, the stage had been set for future successes.
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Chapter Four
Consolidation and War Again
By 1936 much of the major developing that the Club would experience had been
undertaken. The completion of the McGibbon Stand the previous year was one of the
last extensive changes in structure that the Club would undergo in this period. With
this the club entered a long period of consolidation. The days of major construction
and never before seen international matches were close to over, and the Club
developed a much more business like existence.
Membership and finance remained at the forefront of Club activities throughout the
1930’s. Revenue in 1936 was adversely affected by the falling off in members and
Pavilion Membership, as well as the fact that there was no international competition
held at the Club that year. This of course was also the major contributing factor to the
fall in Pavilion Membership, which declined, from 239 in 1935 to 108 in 1936.1
With the drop in revenue the Club decided not to redeem any debentures for the year.
However it did manage to regain a rather substantial bank overdraft of £6582. With
this, an appeal was made to members to pay their subscriptions promptly to help with
the Club’s debt.
The normally financially reliable Easter Tournament was again a reason for concern
for the Committee. It did not make any significant increase in profits, and was even
down from the previous year. With the Club not hosting any other major events in
1936 it would normally have expected profits from the Easter Tournament to be up.
This was not the case and as a result the Committee again researched possible reasons
for this.
Again it was found that the major attributing factor was the lack of any high profile
Eastern States visitors. It was hoped that this would be remedied for the tournament
the following year.
The Club also achieved a number of firsts in 1936. The WALTA agreement to host
international matches at KPTC was finally officially agreed to. The Club made four
courts available for the country week carnival. Mr Basil Bruce donated a silver cup
for the men’s singles champion of the Club. This cup became the perpetual trophy for
the event. Finally WALTA bestowed a significant honour on the Club by agreeing to
name the new Association Stand, the McGibbon Stand after the Club’s leading
statesman.
Club events in 1937 were much the same as they had been in 1936. The highlight of
the year was the revamped Easter Tournament. It was transformed back to the
financial success that it had once been. This transformation was largely due to the
participation of two leading Australian ladies players, Miss N. Wynne (later Mrs.
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Nancye Bolton) and Miss T. Coyne. The premise that the Club held of bringing in
high profile players to the tournament to improve profits had once again proven true.
An interesting discussion was begun in 1937 that would effect a very important
tradition at the Club. V.B. Mursell generated a fair amount of discussion about Club
Presidents being allowed to serve a second term. Previously they had usually only
held the position once. This discussion was the forerunner to McGibbon serving his
second term as Club President.
Unfortunately the only other significant event to transpire in 1937 was the death of
one of the Club’s founding members and elder statesmen, A.P. Mills. A.P. or “Pa”
Mills was one of the men depicted in a photograph sweeping water off the Club’s first
two hard courts in 1900. He also signed the letter to the Perth Park Board requesting
land for the Club to be started in King’s Park in 1899.
The Annual Report recorded his death and contribution to the Club as follows:
In October of this year the Club suffered a great loss in the death of
Mr A.P. (Pa) Mills, whose membership dates back to the very early
days. He was first Hon. Secretary of the Club (which was then
known as ‘Mount Tennis Club’) and occupied this position from
1899-1902. Mr Mills was a Life Member from 1899, and in the
year 1920 was President of the Club.3
Club events for 1938 were a little more intriguing than those of the previous year. The
Club was the venue for an international tie between Germany and Australia. It was a
success and caused Pavilion Membership to increase as well as a sum of £2804 being
received from WALTA as a result of the agreement between the Club and the
Association. Adrian Quist and Vivian McGrath played for Australia, while Gottfied
von Cramm and Henner Henkl played for Germany.

Australia vs Germany 1938

KPTC also made further moves to attempt to improve the general aesthetic quality of
the club. During the winter a patterned brick path was laid by the Club’s groundsman
around the Members’ Pavilion. This path was the first of many to be laid around the
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Club of the same style over the years. It is one of the leading features of the Club’s
grounds today.
Political manoeuvring within the Club and the Committee definitely caused the most
intrigue in 1938. The issue of having second term Presidents was brought to the
forefront of Club affairs. Mursell and McGibbon were at the centre of all of this and
the end result saw McGibbon resign as President of WALTA and take over the King’s
Park position, and Mursell begin his term as President of WALTA.
Mursell’s report to the KPTC Committee on 10 November, 1937 opened the way for
McGibbon to begin his second term as Club President. At the meeting Mursell
challenged the election process of KPTC President on the basis that relatively
unqualified individuals might be taking on the position while more qualified
individuals may be available, but unable to serve due to a previous term in the office.
Mursell argued that:
As it had not been the custom for many years for a President to be
re-elected even after a lengthy period and many of our ex Presidents
remained as active members of the Committee, the choice of
President was narrowed down to the comparative juniors of the
Committee and this position was becoming more acute each year. 5
This was undoubtedly becoming the case with the senior Vice President assuming the
presidency in turn, and many ex-presidents still on the Committee. This meant that
the Club had a very limited pool from which to select its President from. The two
Vice Presidents at the time who were next in line for the Presidency, L. Spencer, and
J. Nathan supported Mursell’s motion, and furthermore agreed:
As an instance men like, S.J. McGibbon, R.O. Law, F.J. Wood, J.B.
Newbery and more recent Presidents still on the Committee were
not eligible under our present custom, the continuation of which,
must mean a succession of Presidents from among the younger
members who though excellent workers and thoroughly deserving,
were not yet sufficiently well known in commercial or public life to
hold the office of President of a Club of this standing. 6
As a result of Mursell’s earlier comments, “it was decided that next year, the President
should be selected from any of the Committee and that he need not necessarily be a
Vice President, and may be someone who has already been President of the Club.”7
Naturally McGibbon’s name was first amongst the possible candidates that could
serve a second term as Club President. The ultimate decision and election would
finally occur, however, only after further politics.
In early 1938, things were progressing for McGibbon and other prominent Club
Members to serve the Club again as Presidents, but the matter was shelved until July
5
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1938. At the Committee meeting on 14 July, 1938 the issue of Club Presidents was
once again discussed, and again no decision was reached at this meeting about what to
do. For the first time in Club history it was “decided that nominations for President
for the ensuing year should be considered at a later date.” 8
The results of this meeting speak volumes for McGibbon’s reputation. Normally the
senior Vice President Len Spencer would have received an automatic nomination for
the Presidency. However, Spencer remained true to his support of the notion that
someone of more senior status in the Club should be able to retain the Presidency, and
stepped aside at this meeting. The person he was stepping aside for was of course
McGibbon.
The final political manoeuvre in McGibbon taking his second term as KPTC President
occurred at the 21 September, 1938 Committee meeting. At this meeting it was
reported that: “The resignation of Mr. S.J. McGibbon from the Presidency of the
WALTA was received.” 9 This resignation essentially opened the door for McGibbon
to assume the role of KPTC President, and for Mursell to take over as the President of
WALTA.
The end result of the political manoeuvring during the year meant that KPTC was
blessed with the services of McGibbon as the President of the Club, and of Mursell as
the President of WALTA. This showed the strength of the position of the Club as it
headed into the decade, and the worldwide tragedy known as World War Two. The
strength of the Club during this period would be severely tested, as it had been earlier
in the century by World War One.
World politics once again played a major role in the development of the Club in 1939.
As international turmoil in Europe plunged the world into war for the second time in
the twentieth century, KPTC was preparing itself for the crisis by using the experience
it had gained from the First World War.
McGibbon’s re-election as President during this period was to have a major impact on
the Club being able to survive the difficult war years.
McGibbon’s strong hand as President of KPTC can immediately be seen with the
handling of Club finances throughout 1939. It became evident that McGibbon wished
the Club to enter into the war in as strong a financial position as possible. The first
step taken to achieve this was an extensive effort to reduce the Club’s overdraft. This
effort turned out to be an overwhelming success with the overdraft decreasing from
£574 in 1938 to having a credit with the bank of £68 by the end of 1939. 10 This
represented an improvement in Club finances of approximately £650 for the year.
Quite a remarkable achievement considering the nature of the times.
The dramatic improvement in Club fiancees can be directly attributed to three main
reasons: The Easter Tournament, savings made on capital expenditures, and no
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debentures being redeemed during the year. The Easter Tournament was very
successful due to the adherence to the premise that a strong field would attract a larger
amount of spectators. The 1939 tournament featured Australian Davis Cup team
members John Bromwich and Vivian McGrath. Bromwich was the star of the
tournament and won the men’s singles.
The Club limited all capital expenditure in an effort to reduce the overdraft. The only
significant outlay of cash for the year was for the extension of the patterned brick
paths throughout the Club, and not just around the Members’ Pavilion.
The final reason for the dramatic turn around in Club finances was the decision not to
redeem any debentures during the year. This achieved the desired effect of stabilising
finances by limiting the outlay of funds on redemptions.
When the Committee considered the question of debentures this
year, the international situation was very doubtful and the
Committee felt that it would be unwise for any debentures to be
redeemed until the international situation developed into war and
the Committee therefore feels that its action has been justified.11
The Club had begun to plan for what was going to be a very difficult number of years
in the immediate future. This planning was no doubt aided by the fact that McGibbon,
and others on the Committee, had experienced the First World War and the Great
Depression and the financial hardships involved with each of those situations. This
planning meant that KPTC entered the war in a solid financial position. Of the £2544
of the Club’s outstanding liabilities £2540 was from outstanding debentures from the
construction of the Members’ Stand and Pavilion.12 The Club had already expressed
that it would not be redeeming debentures during the war, which essentially left it
with outstanding liabilities of £4. This would prove to be a huge burden lifted off the
Club during the war.
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John Bromwich served and smashed right-handed.

The onset of the war also meant that the Club was forced to make the appropriate
adjustments to the memberships of those members who joined the A.I.F. The Club
displayed its patriotic spirit to members who wished to enlist. As it had done in the
First World War it made every effort to accommodate those members who wished to
put aside their tennis racquets for rifles and army uniforms.
It was decided to establish a special form of membership for those
members who enlist in the second A.I.F. The membership will be
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known as ‘A.I.F. Supernumerary Membership’ and such members
who enlist in the forces mentioned will be entitled to have their
supernumerary membership of the Club without payment of
subscriptions whilst they remain members of the second A.I.F. 13
The Club was rising to meet the challenge of war by the only means it knew how:
aggressive financial planning and considerable efforts to look after its lifeblood, the
members.
The Committee was determined to make those who joined the A.I.F. as comfortable as
possible with their decision, and deemed that:
The privileges of this class of membership will be the same as those
appertaining to supernumerary members of the Club. Any member
who is desirous of having his name transferred to this list is asked to
communicate with the Secretary at an early date.14
King’s Park was also strengthening its reputation as the “Mecca” of tennis in Western
Australia. WALTA approached the Club in 1939 with a plan to conduct the State
Championships in conjunction with the Easter Tournament again. This had been the
case between 1930-34, and the Club was pleased to be once again the recipient of this
honour. The lack of success of the event at its Christmas date between 1935-39 was
the main reason that WALTA approached the Club with the offer.
During the 1930’s there was a constant debate about whether the State Open should be
held at locations other than King’s Park. The question of whether the Open should be
conducted at Christmas or Easter also exercised the minds of officials. From 1935
onwards Christmas was designated, with venues in successive years being Subiaco,
Leederville, Mt Lawley, Onslow Park and Loton Park. 15
Considerable discussion was given to the matter after the 1938 State Open at Onslow
Park. As had been the case in previous years since the tournament moved from the
King’s Park location and the Easter time slot.
. . . . . Australian ranked players often played in the prestigious
Easter Tournament conducted by the King’s Park Club and left the
native Western Australians to compete on a virtual ‘State closed’
basis.16
Apart from the lack of quality Eastern States representatives the 1938 State Open was
reported in a less than glamorous fashion due to its location. The Western Mail wrote:
The officials of the Onslow Park Club handled the organisation of
the tournament quite ably. The courts, however, were hardly up to
13
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championship standard and spectator accommodation was poor and
inadequate. More attention should be paid to the comfort of
spectators in the State Championships and it would be better for
Western Australian tennis if the most important tournaments were
confined to clubs with the most suitable facilities. 17
Reports like this and the comparative success of KPTC’s Easter Tournament when
compared to the State Open undoubtedly helped to open discussion for the tournament
to return to KPTC at Easter. The King’s Park Committee was delighted to accept
WALTA’s proposal to move the tournament back to the Club, and readied itself to
host the 1940 State Championships.
The KPTC Committee realised that their efforts to stabilise the Club in 1939 would
not be the sole reason that the Club would survive the turmoil of war. Efforts were
being made to help the Club continue on at a normal pace, but the Committee was
adamant that members should be prepared to assist the Club to maintain its current
position in any way possible.
The war began to seriously affect the Club by 1940. Perhaps the major problem was
the involvement of so many members in the war efforts. It was not surprising that the
Club lost a number of significant Committee members due to their engagements in
wartime activities. The Vice President, R. Truscott, and the Secretary, H.Guthrie
enlisted in the A.I.F. and resigned their respective positions on the Committee. Three
other Committee members, K. Barker, A. Williams, and E.Eastman all joined the
militia and were absent throughout some of the year whilst they were involved with
militia training.
Apart from the loss of five members to the war effort, the Club Committee continued
to function throughout 1940.
The high number of absentees from meetings throughout the year would have made it
extremely difficult for the Committee to function effectively. However there was no
mention of any difficulties or complaints in any of the minutes or Annual Report
recording dissent at the deteriorated Committee involvement.
The Annual Report noted that apart from those Committee members who joined in the
war effort a further 22 members 18 were also engaged with wartime activities. The
Club was once again proving considerably patriotic in the face of war and concluded
its Annual Report by appealing to members that:
It will be realised that the war must have a very detrimental effect on
the Club’s revenue by reason, not only of reduced membership, but
also through the probable loss of Tournament revenue. Members are
therefore urged to do all in their power to support the Club in the
troublous time ahead, both by their own active attendance at the Club
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and also by endeavouring to secure as many new members as
possible.19
The Club was readying itself for the profound impact that the war was sure to have
and the Committee attempted to establish confidence amongst the members about the
Club’s survival. In this situation McGibbon attempted to inspire confidence amongst
the general membership by stating that, “The Club had survived the last war and he
had no doubt it would again do so in the present war.” 20
Determined efforts by the Club to raise revenue during the war were obviously going
to be centred around the traditional methods of having a successful Easter Tournament
and by attempting to increase membership and collect subscriptions on time.
Membership increased by 26 with 25 of the new members being ladies.21
The Easter Tournament was held as the State Championships in accordance with the
agreement with WALTA made the previous year. It was deemed successful and had a
healthy contingent of prominent players.
Miss J. Wood and Messrs C. Long, D. Pails, and W. Sidwell all competed with Wood
and Long winning the respective singles championships. In post-war competition
Pails and Sidwell would represent Australia in Davis Cup with Pails also reaching a
Wimbledon final.
As well as promoting the Easter Tournament and membership as ways of helping the
Club’s revenue, a number of special activities were held during the year to aid this
purpose. The Easter Ball and Annual Ball were both held. The Annual Ball was held
in aid of patriotic funds and was able to raise £40.22 There were also regular dances
conducted by the lady members throughout the year to aid patriotic efforts. The
dances also helped to contribute to the Camp Comforts Fund that was similar to the
World War One Fund the Club set up.
Most likely to help aid with patriotic sentiment around the Club McGibbon donated
three significant items of memorabilia that remain to this day. The first two items
were two pieces of masonry from the old Houses of Parliament in London. These
were fashioned into a birdbath and a sundial. The third item was mentioned in
Committee minutes dating from 17 July, 1940, and 14 August, 1940. It was repaired
seats recovered from the wrecked ship “Orizaba”. All of these items remain on
display at the Club over sixty years later.
There is little doubt that the Club was using all of its experience from difficult times
in the past, and putting it into practice to survive World War Two. Fortunately
experiences from the past would help the Club through these difficult times, and the
practices continued on into 1941.
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As the war raged on in 1941, the Club was faced with more of the same challenges it
had dealt with from the past year. The Club continued to struggle to maintain an
effective working Committee in the face of the war efforts. There are several appeals
in the minutes throughout the year for members to increase their efforts to attend
meetings and not to forget to dedicate some of their time to Club affairs.
Perhaps the most significant member missing from Club affairs in 1941 was Sinclair
McGibbon. The Annual Report mentions, “Mr. S.J. McGibbon has been abroad
throughout the year on important duties on behalf of the Commonwealth Government.
23
He was granted an absence of leave for the year and it was believed that he spent
the year serving as paymaster to Australian Troops in the Middle-East.”
King’s Park continued to be actively involved in a number of wartime efforts to aid
The Australian Troops abroad. The Camp Comforts Fund was,
Inaugurated and an enthusiastic band of workers under the leadership
of Mrs. F.C. Edmondson has done considerable work. Parcels are
now being sent at regular intervals to our members serving abroad
and appreciative letters of acknowledgment are being received by the
Committee. 24
The Camp Comforts Fund raised £148.12.10 25 during the year to help aid with
patriotic purposes. This was a significant amount of money for the time and was
eventually sent to Club members serving overseas. In 1941 there were 44 members
who received the benefits stemming from the raising of this money.
The names of the 44 Club members fighting overseas were recorded on an Honour
Board that was prominently positioned in the Club’s lounge. “Mr. F.J. Wood, a
former President, was kind enough to design and carve an Honour Board for the
purpose of recording the enlistment of members.” 26 The Honour Board survives to
this day, and hangs on a wall in the Members’ Pavilion.
Financially the Club began to feel the strain of the war a little more during 1941. Due
to the war there were no debentures redeemed in 1941. This was of no surprise when
there had been no debentures redeemed since 1939. The Club was struggling, but
some of the burden was taken off by the generosity of members who forewent their
earned interest from debentures for the year. This proved to be a great benefit for the
Club as “Messrs B. Bruce, A.E. Joyner, R.O. Law, S.J. McGibbon, and Q.R. Stow” 27
all decided not to collect their interest due.
Unfortunately, even with these efforts the Club’s revenue still dropped by £243 28 for
the year. This was largely caused by a drop in mens subscriptions because of a
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decrease in full-membership from 131 to 10229 and a falling off in profit from the
Easter Tournament. This left the Club with a credit balance of £57.30 It was assumed
though that the credit balance would be consumed with upkeep costs for the following
year. It was also assumed that the Club would enter severe financial hardship if
membership did not pick up, and subscriptions continued to be paid at a sluggish rate.
The Easter Tournament did not produce the anticipated financial results, and this was
again attributed to the war, and the lack of any prominent visiting players. The Club
did attempt to inspire some extra profit by holding an exhibition match that featured
John Bromwich, and also ran three medal competitions during the course of the year
to raise money for patriotic efforts.
Club membership fell during the year and this placed considerable strain on the Club’s
resources, although associate membership remained steady, which helped enormously.
The lady members were once again providing an invaluable service to help with the
survival of the Club in a time of crisis. Even though they did not hold any official
affiliation with the Club during the First World War they were a major reason that the
Club survived. The same was becoming true during the Second World War, and the
financial contribution they made via membership subscriptions was incalculable.
The war meant that attendance at the club declined and the Committee urged
members,
To make use of the Club courts as much as possible, for it is difficult
to keep the Club’s appointments up to the now well-established
standard unless members support the Club to the maximum. In this
connection members are asked to obtain new members whenever
possible.31
With these appeals the Committee hoped to assure the continued good fortune of the
Club and also make sure that it would be ready for the end of the war and a return to
happier times.
Unfortunately the anticipated happier times did not arrive in 1942. The war kept the
Club in the same terrible situation that had been perpetuated that last couple of years.
Regardless of the depressing times the Club managed to keep up its patriotic spirit and
survive.
The Club continued its efforts to facilitate the Camp Comforts Fund. Parcels
continued to be sent to Club members serving overseas and were obviously
appreciated by those who received them. “The total amount raised by or through the
Club for the patriotic purposes was £30.9.0 making the total since the war started
£240.10.5.” 32 This money showed the continued commitment of the Club to help
those members serving in the armed forces, which had grown to 73 33 by 1942.
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The large number of Club members enlisting became a logistical nightmare for the
Committee because it was very difficult to keep track of what various members were
doing. One thing that needed to be avoided was subscriptions being sent to enlisted
members, or to dead, wounded or missing members. This was felt to be highly
inappropriate and the Committee attempted to keep track of enlisted members. They
also made it known that:
It would be greatly appreciated if any member would advise the
Committee promptly if it is known that addresses . . .. are incorrect
or if names, which should be included, have been omitted. 34
Obviously finances remained a major concern for the Club. It continued to be
conservative in all financial matters and accordingly revenue for the year decreased by
a further £284.35 The same two main reasons factored into this were subscriptions
continued to drop with more members enlisting, and the Easter Tournament did not
bring in any profit because it was abandoned for the year.
While the Club made every effort to curtail its spending it was being adversely
affected by debenture interest owed. The Club decided to not redeem any debentures
for the year as had been the policy throughout the war, and this helped, however
debenture interest continued to accumulate. A number of members stepped in to help
alleviate this problem by foregoing their interest for the year, and the Annual Report
applauded: “Messrs C.J.Bethell, L. McDaniell, B. Bruce, A.E. Joyner, R.O. Law, S.J.
McGibbon, and Q.R. Stow in foregoing their debenture interest.” 36
All of the conservative financing and individual member’s generosity meant that the
Club finished the year with a credit balance. It was believed that this balance would
be spent very early in the coming year on upkeep charges again, and that it was most
likely not going to be replenished with more members entering into military service.
The loss of revenue due to fewer subscriptions became a major concern and the
Committee urged members,
To forward their subscriptions promptly in order to lighten the
Treasurer’s onerous duties and enable the Committee to form a
reliable budget for the coming season. This is one way in which
members can give the utmost assistance to tide the club through
another difficult year.37
Falling membership saw the Club lose a further 22 members and end the year totalling
453.38 The steady source of income received from the lady associate members must
have truly kept the Club in a viable economic position by this point in the war. The
Annual Report made its regular rhetoric about the introduction of new members to the
Club and,
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As an aid in this direction. . . A list of entrance fees and
subscriptions for the different classes of membership is included in
this report for the guidance of members.39
The war made it extremely difficult for the Committee to function in an effective
manner. An extended excerpt from the Annual Report captures the difficulty when
recording the various affairs of Committee members.
Mr. J.T. Inkster was appointed to the Committee to take over the
duties of Treasurer on Mr. T.V. Hodgins entering the Army and his
place was subsequently taken by Mr. F.F. Grove when Mr. Inkster
joined the Air Force.
Messrs K.A. Barker and A.E. Williams are in the Army and Mr. C.
W. Cruickshank recently became a member of the Air Force, while
Mr. J. Leonard is engaged in war work in the Eastern States.40
King’s Park was struggling through incredibly difficult times, but was making every
effort to preserve and maintain all that it had built up during its existence. The
Committee urged:
All members to give active support to the Club by attending
regularly and by doing everything possible to assist in preserving the
Club for the happier and more peaceful times which we hope will
not be long in coming.41
There was no peace in sight in 1943 and this forced King’s Park to have to deal with
the continued problems that war brought. There were few events of any greater
significance that transpired during the year other than regular Club activities that had
punctuated the war years.
Wartime activities remained relatively constant and the Camp Comforts Fund proved
to be a great success. In 1943 a further £132.17.6 was raised bringing the wartime
total to £372.17.11.42 This money was put to good use and most of the active
members away on military service were able to receive parcels. By this time there
were 123 members on the Club’s Honour Roll, which caused a great strain on Club
finances but gave a great sense of pride and patriotism amongst other Club members.
Finances were of a grave concern. Even though revenue increased by £44443 there
was a falling off in subscriptions, which meant that this increase had been brought
about mainly by the decrease in Club expenditures. This fell by £16844 and while it
helped to keep the Club out of any considerable debt, it meant that few improvements
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were being made. Fortunately the Committee realised this and expressed it to the
members when relating the Club’s financial position.
It is apparent that on the termination of the war, heavy expenditure
will have to be faced for repairs and renovations to the Club’s
premises and the Committee proposes to establish a reserve fund for
this purpose.45
Even though the war was progressing without any relief in sight the forward thinking
of the Committee was helping to prepare for the eventuality of peace. The
achievement of a relatively solid financial position had taken its toll on the overall
condition of the Club. The reduction of capital expenditure meant that the last
improvement made to the Club was the construction of patterned brick paths in 1939.
This meant that there was an overwhelming need for the reserve fund to be established
to help rebuild the Club after the war ended.
The reserve fund also meant that the Club would have some available excess funds for
the anticipated post-war depression.
The schemes to keep the Club operating at the lowest possible loss and to build up
some type of reserve fund were heavily dependent on the participation of Club
members.
Members will realise that subscriptions form the main stable source
of revenue and they are urged to make payments of their
subscriptions promptly and at the same time endeavour to build up
the membership. . . by introducing new members whenever
possible.46
The appeals for members to pay their subscriptions on time and introduce new
members were one of many common themes endured by the Club during the war.
Financially the Club was also faced with the ever-present decision of whether or not to
redeem debentures. There were no debentures redeemed again in 1943 because of the
war and a number of members also chose to forego the interest due to them off their
debentures to help the Club’s financial position.
The key source of the Club’s income from subscriptions suffered by a decrease in full
membership of 18.47 However, lady associate membership remained constant and far
outnumbered full members paying subscriptions by 99 to 57.48 The involvement of
the ladies in the Club’s wartime affairs was once again proving to be critical for the
survival of the Club. Not only were they a major source of revenue but they were also
very heavily involved in the running of Club events like the Comfort Fund and the
Annual Ball as well as Medal Tournaments held throughout the year.
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Unfortunately, the event that 1943 will be best remembered for was the death of the
Club’s leading statesman, Sinclair McGibbon. He was certainly the most important
individual in the development of the Club during its first fifty years.
For over forty years, almost from the Club’s foundation, Mr
McGibbon has been the fountain from which has flowed nearly
every new thought for the Club’s progress and development.49
Sinclair McGibbon died suddenly in Melbourne on 8 November, 1943 at the age of
sixty-eight. His death was a major shock to all members of the Club and obviously hit
everyone involved very hard, especially with the hardships of the war. His legacy
however was immediately honoured and the Committee declared that:
It is impossible to estimate the extent to which the Club is indebted
to him. His love for it and his untiring efforts and determination to
place it in the forefront of the tennis world in Australia has achieved
wonderful results.50
Although KPTC was suffering from the effects of the war at the time of McGibbon’s
death in 1943, it was still the crown jewel of Western Australian tennis. This was
exactly what he had set out to make it when he joined the Club in 1903, when KPTC
was nothing more than two asphalt courts, two grass courts and a small wooden shed.
Over the next forty years his “genius guided the building up, step by step, of our
lovely courts and grounds.”51
During the course of his membership McGibbon served as the Club President on two
separate occasions in 1909-10 and 1938-39, as well as the Club Captain and Grounds
Committee Chairman for many years. He was awarded life membership in 1926.
McGibbon’s influence during these years helped build KPTC into a venue capable of
successfully hosting international tennis competition by the time of his death. He was
a tireless worker for the good of the Club, and tennis, and the gratitude for his service
to KPTC can be seen throughout the Club today. His name, “appears on a sundial,
Memorial Gates, an archway, a photograph in the Members’ Pavilion and on a plaque
on the northern wall of the Stand named in his honour.”52
McGibbon’s death was also felt in the wider community where he was a well-known
figure. The following article, which appeared in Smith’s Weekly on March 19, 1927,
illustrates his standing.
A Good Boss
One of the biggest men in the West, both intellectually and
physically is Sinclair J. McGibbon, auditor, accountant, politician
and after dinner speaker. He is regarded as one of the greatest
opponents of political labour in W.A. and is a member of the
Nationalist Consultative Council.
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Yet, at the same time, he preaches the principle of high wages and
profit sharing. Last Christmas, his office staff of 20 shared close on
£600.
When his home, on the banks of the Swan, was destroyed by a bush
fire last summer, he decided to build another, and to use only local
materials. Being a firm believer in high wages, nothing was stinted,
and the combined result of high-class jarrah and high-class
workmanship makes his new home a standing advertisement of the
resources of W.A. – ‘Billy See’.
This article also illustrates the value he placed on those who worked for him. The
following poem, written by the staff of his firm, before one of his many overseas trips,
shows they also held him in high regard:
To “S.J.”
Although we seldom see you,
We know you’re here each day.
We know the little things that start
The whisper “Here’s S.J.”
We’ll miss the glass doors swinging wide,
The shout “Where’s Mr. Ken”,
And the jingle of your bunch of keys
As you pass into your den.
There’s always such a mighty crash
As the fire escape you close,
And the buzzing of your buzzer
Brings us springing to our toes.
But we’ll not say that we’re sorry
(Tho’ we are, we truly are)
That you’re going to leave us shortly
For countries near and far.
But this is what we’d rather say
In words both short and few
That we wish you all the best of luck
And we’re jolly proud of you!
A further article from a cutting from an unknown newspaper, shortly after his death,
further illustrates his varied interests and his standing in the wider community.
All Rounder Passes
Best known as a Rotarian and businessman, Sinclair J. McGibbon
of Perth who collapsed and died in Melbourne on Monday, was well
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known as a tennis playing administrator, keen fisherman and sound
bridge exponent.
Rotary was his greatest interest and he was highly pleased at his
recent appointment as second Vice-President of Rotary
International. But there were times when the King’s Park Tennis
Club of Perth rivalled Rotary in absorbing his attention.
Harry Hopman tells me that in the years when he was tennis touring
and calling at Perth to play international matches, or enroute to
Davis Cup contests in Europe, the King’s Park Tennis Club was
McGibbon’s “baby”, and the fine courts, club house and
surroundings which earn it the repute of being one of the best
appointed tennis clubs in the world, makes a fitting memorial to the
time and care he lavished on it for many years.
Many a bridge four will be broken by his passing. When he was
travelling East word usually went ahead to Sir Wallace Bruce in
Adelaide that his bridge form was good and that he was short of pin
money, and in town it was taken for granted that Davis Cup
selector, T.E. Robinson, who with Mr. H.A. Pitt, has represented
Western Australia on the Australian Lawn Tennis Council for many
years, would prepare for a “four” the night “Mac” went in
Melbourne on his way through.
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Photo of S.J.McGibbon published after his death

KPTC was still reeling in the aftermath of the sudden death of McGibbon in 1944, and
to add to the woes the war continued to drag on. During the course of the year a fund
was established to help finance a memorial to the late McGibbon. A testimony of his
importance to the Club is evidenced by this. The fact that the Club set a memorial
fund for McGibbon is not the amazing thing. There was simply no other course of
action that would have been acceptable. The remarkable thing was that in a time of
great financial hardship £212.12.1053 was raised to help fund the memorial. Actual
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construction was deferred until after the war ended, and due to material shortages the
S.J. McGibbon Memorial Gates were not built until 1954.
The total amount of money raised by the Club’s Comforts Fund reached £508.16.4 54
in 1944 and this helped contribute to more parcels being sent to members on active
service. The Club’s participation in patriotic war efforts extended past the Comforts
Fund and Honour Board in 1944 by allowing the Old Wooden Pavilion and later the
underneath section of the McGibbon Stand to be requisitioned by the American Navy.
This relationship continued for the duration of the war and the U.S. Navy used the Old
Wooden Pavilion as a radio base and the underneath section of the McGibbon Stand
as an office.
It was perhaps fortunate that this relationship between the Club and the U.S. Navy was
manifested because it may have saved the Members’ Pavilion from complete
destruction by fire on February 3rd. The Annual Report points out that after the fire
broke out in the early morning the Pavilion “was saved only by the assistance of the
American Naval Personnel quartered on our premises.”55 The action taken by the
American seamen meant that while considerable damage occurred to the Pavilion, it
was saved from complete destruction, and as a result was able to be fully repaired,
with only the loss of furniture and some items of memorabilia.
The occupation of the Club’s premises during the war is recorded on two plaques on
the western wall of the McGibbon Stand. One plaque was erected by the Club and the
other presented by the American Navy.
For the first time during the course of the war the Club’s financial situation was
deemed to be sound. Careful financial planning and decreased expenditure during the
war years was the reason for that. The Club’s gross revenue for the year increased as
well, and “This satisfactory position is due mainly to the donation of £100 debenture
by the late S.J. McGibbon, and to the increase in membership fees.”56
The Committee decided to increase subscriptions to help ensure an increase in revenue
for the coming years and also to assist with meeting the increasing costs of the general
upkeep of the Club.
The Committee
Realised that whilst costs of upkeep, plant, etc., have increased
greatly, and no doubt permanently, the Club’s appointments, and
buildings are beginning to show the lack of the usual maintenance
necessary to enable the Club to continue to offer to members and
prospective members the best that is obtainable in tennis in this
State. 57
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The Club had prided its development on forward planning and the increase in
subscriptions, along with the permanent efforts to secure new members aimed at being
in a position to move ahead of the competition at the conclusion of the war. The
major financial problem for the Club remained the outstanding debentures. It was
decided that every effort would be made to reduce this liability at the end of the war.
The planning for this eventuality was already underway by 1944.
Along with the measure of increasing subscriptions, the Club implemented a rule to
help with the payment of them. In an effort to help stifle the late payment of
subscriptions that was affecting revenue, the Committee enforced, “The rule of the
Club which provides that any member whose subscription is not paid by the end of
February shall cease to enjoy all privileges of the Club.”58
King’s Park experienced the same jubilation at the conclusion of the war in 1945 as
the rest of the world. While six tough years had been experienced, an overwhelming
sense of survival was perpetrated throughout the world. The end of the war meant that
there were exciting times ahead for the Club. The beginning of these saw the
cessation of the Club’s Comforts Fund and the U.S. Navy’s tenancy in the McGibbon
Stand. All members who returned from active service were warmly welcomed back to
the Club and encouraged to become involved with Club activities at their earliest
convenience.
The conclusion of the war signalled the beginning of the Club’s efforts to begin its
aggressive financial strategies and forget the basic financial planning that helped it
survive the war. As had been planned the previous year there were serious
considerations given to the Club’s debenture issues and upkeep and repair of the
Club’s grounds and appointments.
Unfortunately the planning only meant minimal improvements in both debenture and
upkeep matters. Even though subscriptions had been increased and renting the
McGibbon Stand to U.S. Navy had meant extra revenue for the Club, a wet winter cut
into the Club’s overall revenue for the year. This meant that little could be started in
1945 to improve the Club’s premises. However plans were most certainly in the
works for when enough money was available for this to happen.
The Committee is fully cognisant of the necessity of restoring the
Club’s premises to the highest standard, and of effecting
improvements, and members will appreciate the heavy expenditure,
which will be involved. With this object in view, it is essential that
the financial resources of the Club be conserved to the greatest
possible degree, so that this work can be carried out, and enable the
Club to offer to members and prospective members the best that is
possible in tennis in this State.59
Little had been changed by the war about the way in which King’s Park committees
attempted to improve the Club. It had always been the doctrine of the Club to spend
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and expand to improve. The Committee was busy trying to get Club finances in order
after the war, and in fact had been planning for it for a couple of years. The
improvement of the Club grounds was important, however, the lingering concerns of
the outstanding debenture issue was a more immediate problem.
The problem had been partially dealt with by the generosity of Club members.
Previously Sinclair McGibbon had donated his debenture to the Club through his Will,
and in 1945 Mr. C.J. Bethell was inspired to do the same thing. It was noted that:
“Other debenture holders have intimated that they intend making a similar gesture.”60
This meant that the Club was eliminating the liability of the debentures from the
generosity of its members. In all likelihood those willing to donate their debentures to
the Club were the same who decided to forego their debenture interest payments
during the war. This type of generosity was one of the reasons King’s Park forged its
identity as the leading tennis club in Western Australia. This generosity however
could not be relied upon to pay off all of the debenture issue, and thus the Club
worked on formulating a payment plan.
While finances began to dominate Club affairs immediately following the war, the
Club still worked diligently to keep up with other necessary developments.
Membership remained steady and Pavilion and Supernumerary Membership were
abolished and replaced by the institution of a Non-Playing Membership category.
Along with the change in membership categories there were promises made that the
Easter Tournament and the Club Championships would be resumed the following
year, after the abandonment of them during the war.
With the Committee planning to try to return Club life to as normal as possible
following the war, it also made early efforts to return the grounds to their former
glory.
The termination of the tenancy of the United States Navy makes
possible a general rehabilitation scheme covering all phases of the
Club’s grounds and Pavilions, and this is being put into operation by
the Committee. Claims for damage to the buildings are being made,
where applicable, and these funds will be absorbed, together with
further hundreds of pounds, in doing all that is necessary.61
The attempts to repair the grounds also carried over to the courts. The war had meant
that fertilisers of a sufficient quality had simply not been available and the quality of
the courts had suffered accordingly. The Club began the process of repairing the
courts by top dressing them and most of “this work was undertaken by the members in
a voluntary capacity.”62
The conclusion of the war and world peace meant a great deal of relief to everyone.
King’s Park was determined to advance out of World War Two much the same as it
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had done from World War One. The Committee hoped to return the Club to all of its
former standards and improve on them. The planning being implemented in 1945 was
the first evidence of this, and there is little doubt the Club would move into the future
with a great deal of vigour and optimism. The concluding sentence of the 1945
Annual Report echoes this by stating:
The Committee has been working under extreme difficulties, and
welcomes with a great deal of pleasure the prospects of an early
return to the old enthusiasm and large regular attendance of
members at the Club.63
The old enthusiasm returned in its full glory in 1946. The financial situation was
beginning to be addressed and many of the favourite activities on the Club calendar
returned after being postponed during the war.
All of the signs were present for King’s Park to move on in a healthy direction.
Finance was again the hot topic for the Club, and the return to regular activities meant
a raise in the Club’s gross revenue to £2875 compared to £198164 from the year
before. Revenue from subscriptions, social functions and the Easter Tournament all
helped to raise this. However there was some concern at the loss of income from the
U.S. Navy vacating the McGibbon Stand and the fact that another wet winter
hampered weekend revenue.
As promised the Club began to restore its facilities to their pre-war standards. This
meant a considerable outlay of funds, and disbursements for the year totalled £3195.65
A significant amount of this money was spent on the redemption of debentures and
general upkeep costs and repairs. The Committee had begun to implement its
planning of the past couple of years in regard to redeeming debentures and improving
premises.
Before the debentures were redeemed the Committee felt,
That the wishes of the debenture holders should be ascertained and
all holders of £50 and £100 debentures were accordingly
circularised asking them to indicate whether they would like their
debentures redeemed or if they would be prepared to convert to a
new issue for a period of ten years carrying interest at 4 percent.66
The result of this was extremely gratifying to the Club. Several members simply
decided to donate their debentures, while holders of £100067 worth of debentures
decided to convert to the new issue. This money was put towards improvements and
repairs to the Club Pavilion.
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The success of this scheme allowed the Club to begin work on alterations and
renovations to its facilities that were badly needed after they had been neglected
during the war. The generosity of the Club members was the key ingredient behind
the successful attempt to achieve this.
Even with this support and generosity the Committee still preached that: “The support
of every member is essential in attending the various functions which will continue to
be organised to raise the funds to meet this large outlay.”68
The money being spent to improve the Club’s facilities was mainly used on the
Pavilion.
Amongst the repairs being carried out may be recorded the covering
with galvanised iron of the cantilever canopy and the re-malthoiding
of the tiers of the main stand, the painting of the whole of the
exterior including the walls of this stand, the re-flooring of the
shower rooms and the making weather-proof generally of the ladies
dressing room and shower recess.69
From this list it can be seen that the £1000 raised from the debenture re-issue and the
donated debentures was being put to good and immediate use on the Club’s prized
Pavilion.
While the Club was making extensive repairs to its premises, it was also attempting to
increase and redefine membership categories. The replacement of Pavilion and
Supernumerary memberships by Non-Playing in 1945 was followed by the abolition
of Associate Life Membership in 1946. This was another category of membership
that had outlived its usefulness. This class of membership was inaugurated in 1925 as
a method to help raise funds for the Member’s Pavilion. The abolition of this class of
membership did not mean that the Club was shutting its doors to prospective
members. In fact there was a strong desire to increase the number of playing members
and the Committee appealed for help “in obtaining suitable people as members of the
Club.”70
Although financial matters dominated the Club’s landscape in 1946, competition
tennis also returned. An exhibition match was arranged, with the help of WALTA,
between prominent Australian players John Bromwich and Geoff Brown.
Even though this event did not have the lustre of some of the pre-war matches
conducted at King’s Park, it was significant because it meant that the war had done
little to alter the Club’s position at the head of hosting major tennis events in the State.
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Geof Brown.

This was further evident when the State Championships were conducted in
conjunction with the Easter Tournament. The tournament provided much needed
revenue for the Club with prominent players competing including Dinny Pails, Colin
Long and Max Bonner. Pails proved victorious in the singles competition. The
tournament also heralded the arrival of Clive Wilderspin, who would become one of
the State’s most accomplished players. At this tournament he won the junior boys
singles, and the doubles with Dawson Hamilton.
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The Club made its final closure on wartime activities during the year. The left over
money from the Camp Comforts Fund was set aside to “erect gates at the entrance
between the Wooden Pavilion and the S. J. McGibbon Stand to commemorate all
those who served in the war.71 These gates were eventually opened in 1954 at the
same time as the McGibbon Memorial gates.
Perhaps the only sad note of an otherwise successful year was the death of long time
Club groundsman Ernie Allright.
He gave splendid service to the Club for many years and was a
tower of strength during the difficult war years, for part of which he
carried on single-handed at an age when he should have been
enjoying his leisure.72
Mr. Allright was replaced by another long serving Club groundsman, Bill Cross.
King’s Park proved to be true to its previous history by not wasting any time in its
efforts to improve and advance. As had been the case after previous hardships the
Club was relentless in the effort to secure finances and make the required
improvements when necessary.
The efforts begun in 1946 continued on in the same vein in 1947.
Improvements continued to be made on the Members’ Pavilion and generally around
the Club and debentures were redeemed to the total of £33073 for the year. Work on
the Member’s Pavilion included installing gas showers to replace the obsolete electric
heaters and concreting of the floor in the men’s showers to stop water soaking into the
building below. The expense to do this was the main one faced by the Club for the
year and was just another part of the ongoing plan to return the Club to its pre-war
condition. The Committee pledged further improvements to the facilities “when
finances and material supplies permit.”74
The further expenditure on the Club’s premises meant that only a small surplus of
£234.12.775 was made for the year. This total was not an especially positive sign for
the Club. Even though the war had been over for only two years the events of 1947
had the potential to raise a significant amount of revenue for the Club. The Club had
all the ingredients that had meant large profits in the past happen in 1947. There was
an Exhibition Match, an Easter Tournament, and increased membership.
Unfortunately the Exhibition Match between Jack Kramer and Ted Schroeder of
America, and Adrian Quist and Lionel Brodie of Australia was only arranged at short
notice and affected the profit accordingly.
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Future Club member, Michael McCausland remembers the Exhibition Match well.
He watched it all from a tree on the Club’s eastern boundary. Jack Kramer’s serve
and volley game, with his attacking sliced off-forehand approach shot, and penetrating
sliced backhand, made the biggest impression on him and remain in his memory to
this day. He was also impressed by the power of Ted Schroder’s backhand.
McCausland remembers the Americans winning their exhibition rather easily but he
enjoyed watching them because of the high standard of their play. He also remembers
a comment about the exhibition made to him by former State and Club singles
champion Ron Ford while he was an employee at Ron’s Perth Sports Depot. Ford
believed that Kramer lacked the forehand to become a champion. Kramer went on to
become Wimbledon Singles and Doubles Champion later that same year. So much for
expert opinion!76
The Easter Tournament featured players of the calibre of Colin Long, Lionel Brodie,
Max Bonner, and George Worthington, with Brodie winning the singles and doubles.
However this class field did not produce the anticipated profit. “The financial result
of the Tournament was disappointing and was well below the average of previous
years.”77
Usually the class field would have meant a considerable profit, however lack of Club
support was blamed for the relative non-success of the tournament. The Committee
stressed,
The duty of all members to take an active part in the Tournament,
both as players and workers, if the tournament is to be the success
so essential to the well being and financial stability of the Club.78
Membership was one part of the equation that brought a profit for the Club during the
year. It was no longer quite the concern that it had been during the war.
Subscriptions were being paid on time, and in advance, and membership was rising in
all categories. In a three year period membership rose from 368 in 1945, to 559 in
1946, to 695 in 1947.79 The largest increases were affected in men’s full playing and
non-playing categories and in ladies non-playing memberships as well as junior
memberships.
Junior membership totalled 7680 at the end of 1947 and this was very gratifying for
the Club, as it had fostered junior development with various coaching schemes over
the years. Due to the influx J. Forsaith was appointed junior captain to help coordinate junior activities throughout the year.
Junior involvement in Club affairs had been well established by this time. Past
President and long serving committee member, Graeme Hartill has many fond
memories of this time.
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He remembers the monthly Saturday night dances that were attended by upwards of
three hundred youngsters. For the admission price of one shilling and eleven pence,
the attendees were entertained by well-known local musician Jackie Harrison, and his
brother and sister. Hartill recalls that in a later conversation with Harrison that the
musician remembered the Saturday night dances as some of his happiest times
performing.
As a member of the Junior Social Committee Hartill would play junior pennants on
Saturday afternoon and then was responsible for preparing the Members Pavilion for
the dance. This involved applying kerosene and sawdust to the dance floor, and using
his car (a luxury for juniors in those days) to pick up a keg of ginger beer for the
dance. Often times the clean up for the dance would last late into the night and as a
result Hartill and others would spend the night in the pavilion and wake up on Sunday
and play tennis and then go home.
Hartill also remembers that juniors were prominently involved in other aspects of
Club life. Before the Easter Tournament they would come to the club early to bag the
courts to remove the overnight dew. They were also involved in Western Australian
Table Tennis Association competitions, and their matches were played in the Old
Wooden Pavilion. The boy’s team was successful on several occasions winning their
grade.81
It was also in 1947 that the Club made its third and final name change. From what
had once simply been Mount Tennis Club, changed to King’s Park Tennis Club, and
was now Royal King’s Park Tennis Club. The prefix “Royal” was granted use to the
Club by the King after a petition had been forwarded to Him following the conclusion
of the war. The petition had been prepared before the outbreak of war in 1939 but
was held in abeyance until peace returned. Undoubtedly this honour added immense
prestige to the Club.
Tempering all of the events of 1947 was the death of two long time Club supporters
and life members, Mr. A.G. Rains and Mr. R.O. Law.
The late Mr. Rains was a foundation member of the Club and
Treasurer for the first five years of its existence. He was president
in 1907-1908 and Patron from 1915 to 1925 when that office was
abolished. Mr. Rains was an active player from the time of joining
until 1925 and sustained his interest up to the time of his death.
Mr. Law joined the Club in 1914 and was President in 1926, the
first year in which the new Pavilion and Ladies’ Courts were open.
Mr. Law played a very prominent part in planning and construction
of that Pavilion and those courts and his last gesture to the Club was
to donate his £100 Debenture not long before his death.82
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The Club would suffer from the loss of these two members, but it had profited from
their involvement and would keep on developing in a way that they would have
wished.
That development continued in 1948 and the Club increased its credit balance with
the bank to £307 up from £22883 the previous year. The Club’s debenture liability
was also decreased by the redemption of one £100 debenture. On the surface the Club
seemed to be in a solid financial situation. However at closer examination there were
a number of items that could send the Club into financial crisis.

The Committee realised that the Club faced a large capital expenditure in the near
future if it was to return its premises to pre-war standards. The Committee realised
that; “many items such as the renewal of the stop-netting and the electrical re-wiring
of the buildings cannot be postponed much longer.84
The Club required additional revenue to complete these improvements, and realised
that the Easter Tournament was perhaps the best opportunity for it to raise these
funds. In fact the Committee believed that:
The year under review was a successful one only by virtue of a
favourable Easter Tournament, and without this fixture, the results
of the year would have given cause for concern.85
As a result of this the Committee called for a greater involvement of Club members in
the next year’s tournament.
Membership was the other area that was a potential major revenue raiser for the Club.
The total membership of the Club increased by 42 up to 73786 in 1948. This was an
all time high for the Club and proved to be a great help financially. The non-playing
membership list was closed because it was full, but there were still vacancies for
playing members. The Club still sought more active members and,
The co-operation and help of the present members is sought to
introduce suitable new members to the Club, and to make any new
members feel ‘at home’ in the Club by introducing that new
member to the Club Captain and to other members.87
As already mentioned the Easter Tournament, which incorporated the State
Championships again, was a great financial success for the Club. The Committee was
able to attract a high-class field of competitors including: Nell Hopman, Marie
Toomey, Colin Long, Frank Sedgman, Geoff Brown, Jack Dart, and Max Bonner.
Sedgman won the singles title and Dart and Long were making their second visit to
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the Club for the year as they had competed in an exhibition match against an
American team earlier in the year.
The reason that the Club was able to attract such an impressive field for the Easter
Tournament was that it celebrated its jubilee marking 50 years of existence. There
was also a dinner held during the year to celebrate this occasion. However the Club
was premature in this celebration by one year. As discussed earlier there is strong
evidence to suggest that the Club was founded in 1899, and not in 1898 as the
Committee believed in 1948.
The Club therefore entered its jubilee year of 1949, without any celebration because
of the incorrect notion that the Club had started in 1898. The Club went into this year
the same way it had the past few since the war had ended. On the surface everything
seemed healthy with the credit balance increasing to £328.88
However this was not the best indicator of the position of the Club because there were
problems just under the surface. The Club was faced with the same major capital
expenditure it had had since the conclusion of the war. The Club also owed WALTA
£144.15.989 for an Exhibition Match held at the Club during the year and from gates
receipts from the Easter Tournament.
To sum up, the financial position has to some extent been brought
about by the disappointing results of the Easter Tournament, but
your Committee feels that with the rising cost of labour, equipment,
and materials, the revenue of the Club must be increased during the
forthcoming year.90
As had been predicted in 1948 the Easter Tournament was proving to be the financial
barometer for the Club. A strong tournament meant a profitable year for the Club,
and a less profitable tournament meant a less profitable year.
The Easter Tournament was certainly the gauge of the success of the Club’s financial
situation. New members and subscriptions also played a major role in affecting Club
finances. This continued to be the case in 1949 when membership increased by 13 to
750.91 Unfortunately the all time high membership was a little misleading on the
potential financial impact it had on the Club. It did not increase yearly revenue,
because the number of subscriptions paid in advance was down, and also the average
attendance of members at the Club decreased as well. Finances dominated the Club
affairs in 1949, as it had since the war ended.
The Club did manage to hold an exhibition match, which featured Miss D. Hart, Miss
J. Fitch, F. Sedgman, and G. Worthington. This match was held in January and was a
relative success, even though the Club still owed WALTA for the right to host the
match, and in all likelihood it adversely affected gate receipts from the Easter
Tournament.
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During the year the Club “decided to erect bronze gates at both ends of the brick path
at the rear of the Main Pavilion.”92 This was done to resolve the issue of the
McGibbon Memorial Fund that was continuing to accumulate. The gates and some
material were purchased, however they were not erected until 1954.
The Club ended 1949 without any significant fanfare, and without the knowledge it
was only then finishing its jubilee year. In a way this is perhaps not fitting for the
dominant tennis club in Western Australia. Fifty years earlier, no one could have ever
predicted that the Mount Tennis Club with two asphalt courts and a wooden shed
would transform into the Royal King’s Park Tennis Club (Incorporated) with its
immaculate grass courts, two grandstands and Pavilions.
There are countless events and personalities that punctuate the first fifty years of the
Club’s existence. From the construction of courts, buildings and entrances to
international competitions played on the Club’s grounds, and two world wars and a
depression. The Club experienced it all.
The simple fact had emerged that by 1949 Royal King’s Park Tennis Club had
become “The Home of Tennis in Western Australia.”
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Chapter Five
The McGibbon Legacy
Royal King’s Park Tennis Club remains largely unchanged from the time of Sinclair
McGibbon’s death in 1943. The Eastman Building, which replaced the Old Wooden
Pavilion, three new grass courts on the northwestern boundary, and three lighted hard
courts are the only obvious signs of change to the Club that he left behind.
McGibbon’s legacy is such that he was able to develop an important tennis club on the
local, state, national, and international level in a remote and isolate city like Perth.
His tireless work to improve and promote the Club meant that the tennis community
throughout Western Australia has something to be proud of.
From the very beginning of his membership at the Club, McGibbon was the driving
force behind its progress by his relentless pursuit of finances to help develop and
improve its amenities. Without his influence it is unlikely that the Club would have
started on the path to rapid expansion and development in those early years. It is also
highly probable that the money to fund the construction of the southern courts and the
Members’ Stand and Pavilion would never have been raised without him.
The vigour with which McGibbon pursued the improvement of the Club by way of
finances was matched closely by his keen social and political manoeuvring. It was in
these arenas that he had the foresight to champion the cause of the re-admittance of
lady members to the Club. McGibbon realised that the inclusion of lady members at
the Club not only made it a better place socially, but also helped the Club with the
severe financial burden created by the new developments. This insight went against
the political climate of the time but was championed by McGibbon because of the
numerous benefits having lady members brought the Club. Their re-admittance was
closely tied to the ability of the Club to begin hosting International matches on the
Exhibition Bay.
These international matches that began in 1928 were played on the courts, and in front
of the stands, that McGibbon, as President of WALTA and RKPTC Captain was
largely responsible for building. It was by his efforts in these capacities that he was
able to gain financing from WALTA and the Lawn Tennis Association of Australia to
help build these wonderful facilities at RKPTC. It is no wonder that one of the stands
around the Exhibition Bay bears his name paying homage to the man that made it all
possible.
Perhaps the major international event that McGibbon wished for, but never witnessed,
was a Davis Cup-tie at RKPTC. This event would not materialise until 1953, some
ten years after his death. He had certainly paved the way for this to happen and is in
many ways responsible for bringing it to the Club and general public of Western
Australia. The numerous Davis Cup-ties that have graced the grounds of RKPTC
since 1953 all can be attributed back to McGibbon to some extent.
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The international tennis events that the Club hosted before and after his death are not
the only things that can be attributed to McGibbon. He was instrumental in the Club
hosting many local, state and national tournaments as well. The accumulated
importance of these events has made RKPTC the leading tennis club in Western
Australia, and one of the premiere venues for tennis in Australia.
While Royal King’s Park Tennis Club remains one of the few places worldwide where
a quality grass court tennis event can be held, its significance ranges outside the
sporting realm and into the social arena. The Club has not only hosted sporting
related events, but its facilities have meant that people could gather for both business
and pleasure and enjoy the wonderful amenities and marvel at its grandeur. Over the
years the Club has evolved into a place where the casual visitor can observe the old
trees and immaculate landscaping that exist in harmony with the rest of King’s Park.
Visitors can also enjoy the Pavilions as points of reference while inside the Park, and
use the red brick piers (the former entry gates to the Club) as important focal points at
the intersection of Outram Street and King’s Park Road.
McGibbon’s legacies in regard to the physical enhancement of the Club remain highly
prominent on the grounds today. His donations include: two wooden benches
recovered from the Orizaba wreck, two lime stone columns recovered fro the Old
Houses of Parliament at Westminster (one has a bronze sundial on top and the other is
a sculptured crown), and the timber Kipling Arch located at the southern end of the
Exhibition Bay.
The passion of Sinclair McGibbon was Royal King’s Park Tennis Club; however, he
was a man of many parts. He garnered much fame from his activities in tennis circles
but was also a well-known world traveller and a prominent Perth businessman by way
of his company S.J. McGibbon and Company, Public Accountants and Auditors.
Additionally, he was heavily involved with Rotary and was active in conservative
political circles for many years. He also performed many public services for the State
and Commonwealth, including his membership to the Australian Broadcasting
Commission and his financial mission to London on behalf of the commonwealth
during the Second World War.
It would be impossible to calculate the contribution that Sinclair James McGibbon
made to Royal King’s Park Tennis Club during the course of his life, and even more
difficult to know how his legacy affected it after his death. One thing that can be
known for certain, though, is that his inspiration, energy and foresight meant that a
small tennis club with humble beginnings in Perth, Western Australia became
renowned at a local, state, national and international level. The Club remains a
permanent monument to him today, and its heritage listing with the Heritage Council
of Western Australia in 1997 means that his legacy shall continue on indefinitely.
END
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Appendix 1
Major Office Bearers
Year Assumed
Office

Patrons

Presidents

Secretaries

Treasurers

1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett
Hon.Dr.J.W.Hackett

J.L.Nanson
D.W.Harwood
D.W.Harwood
D.W.Harwood
D.W.Harwood
G.Lucas
Dr.E.Black
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
E.Jackson
S.J.McGibbon
W.Stow

A.P.Mills
A.P.Mills
A.P.Mills
A.P.Mills
A.G.King
A.G.King
A.F.Pearse
A.F.Pearse
L.Davies
R.Eagle
R.Eagle
R.Eagle

1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923

Sir Winthrop Hackett
Sir Winthrop Hackett
Sir Edward Wittenoom
Sir Edward Wittenoom
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains

A.F.Pearse
L.H.Gwynne
A.F.Abbett
D.R.Davies
R.W.Hall
F.R.Boyce
H.G.Jeffresen (sic)
G.B.Brown
A.P.Mills
L.McDaniell
J.B.Newbery
G.A.Linwood
K.A.McDougall

R.Eagle
D.R.Davies
J.B.Newbery
J.B.Newbery
J.B.Newbery
J.B.Newbery
J.B.Newbery
J.B.Newbery
K.A.Mcdougall
K.A.Mcdougall
K.A.Mcdougall
W.F.Broadhurst
W.F.Broadhurst

A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
A.G.Rains
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
J.A.Cussen
J.A.Cussen
J.A.Cussen
J.C.A.Stuart &
W.R.Hambridge
A.MacLachlan
A.MacLachlan
C.G.Mullen
G.A.Linwood
G.A.Linwood
G.A.Linwood
H.F.Helsham
F.J.Wood
F.J.Wood
F.J.Wood
F.J.Wood
F.J.Wood
F.J.Wood

Captains

E.A.Jackson
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
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1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930

A.G.Rains
(Office Abolished)

R.O.Law
R.O.Law
A.H.Hedemen
F.J.Wood
W.F.Broadhurst
L.J.Bickford
F.C.Edmondson

W.F.Broadhurst
C.L.Evans
C.L.Evans
C.L.Evans
D.J.Chipper
K.S.J.McGibbon
Q.R.Stow

1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947

Q.R.Stow
Q.R.Stow
E.G.Pretty
B.Bruce
V.B.Mursell
K.A.Barker
S.A.Mortimer
S.J.McGibbon
L.P.Spencer
L.Nathan
L.Nathan
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
R.G.H.Truscott
A.E.Williams
J.Leonard
C.L.Evans

K.Knapp
K.Knapp
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
R.G.H.Truscott
R.G.H.Truscott
H.Guthrie
Q.R.Stow
F.F.Grove
L.O.Caust
L.O.Caust
L.O.Caust
L.O.Caust
L.O.Caust
L.O.Caust

1948

C.W.Cruickshank

M.A.Ker

1949

A.F.King

D.J.R.Scott

P.F.D.Mills
P.F.D.Mills
P.F.D.Mills
P.F.D.Mills
F.Meagher
V.B.Mursell
V.B.Mursell &
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
V.T.Rutter
V.T.Rutter
T.V.Hodgins
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove
F.F.Grove &
E.A.Eastman
E.A.Eastman &
B.M.Laben
E.A.Eastman &
C.H.Champion

S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
S.J.McGibbon
C.R.Malloch
K.A.Barker
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
L.P.Spencer
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Appendix 2
Club Championships Winners
Year

Mens Singles
Basil Bruce Trophy

Mens Doubles
H.D.Jacoby Trophy

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916 - 1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934

C.W.Greayer
F.N.Drummond
C.W.Greayer
C.W.Greayer
E.H.Marshall
A.G.Raws
A.G.Raws
J.N.Griffiths
J.C.O'Dea
J.C.O'Dea
N.E.Kent
J.C.O'Dea
N.E.Kent
N.E.Kent
R.J.Parsons
E.W.Stokes
(No Contest)
A.H.Hedeman
E.W.Stokes
A.H.Hedeman
N.K.Brearley
G.A.Linwood
N.K.Brearley
C.L.Evans
R.T.H.Gemmell
R.T.H.Gemmell
R.D.Ford
H.D.Jacoby
H.D.Jacoby
R.D.Ford
R.D.Ford
W.F.Kennedy
R.D.Ford

G.G.Haldane & R.O'Connor
L.Davies & A.G.Raws
T.E.Quarterman & B.L.Murray
B.L.Murray & J.Howitt
J.C.O'Dea & C.H.Heaps
D.Clement & E.W.Stokes
N.E.Kent & J.C.O'Dea
C.G.Mullen & C.T.P.Ewing
N.E.Kent & E.W.Stokes
R.J.Parsons & W.Kruger
C.J.Mullen & E.W.Stokes
(No Contest)
A.H.Hedeman & W.Kruger
K.McDougall & C.T.P.Ewing
W.Kruger & C.Kruger
W.Kruger & C.Kruger
G.A.Linwood & C.L.Evans
P.F.D.Mills & R.B.Hone
E.D.Gilchrist & F.C.Edmondson
C.L.Evans & F.C.Edmondson
C.L.Evans & F.C.Edmondson
R.D.Ford & H.D.Stapledon
H.D.Jacoby & F.C.Edmondson
H.D.Jacoby & F.C.Edmondson
R.D.Ford & H.D.Jacoby
R.D.Ford & H.D.Jacoby
R.D.Ford & M.Noble
F.C.Edmondson & W.H.Halliday

Ladies Singles
Ladies Doubles
H.N.Guthrie Trophy Royal King's Park Tennis Club Trophy

Miss M.Officer
Miss E.Morse
Miss J.Farmer
Miss E.Morse
Miss M.Officer
Miss M.Officer
Miss M.McGrath
Miss J.Glover

Miss J.Glover & Mrs. A.H.Kiesey

Mixed Doubles
H.D.Jacoby Trophy

Junior Boys

Junior Girls

H.D.Stapledon
H.D.Stapledon
R.D.Ford
R.D.Ford
W.Halliday
T.Scadden
T.Trigg
(No Contest)
(No Contest)
(No Contest)
(No Contest)
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1935
1936
1937

G.B.Davis
G.B.Davis
J.B.Kinnane

F.C.Edmondson & W.H.Halliday
G.B.Davis & R.D.Ford
R.D.Ford & W.Cairns-Hill

1938
1939
1940
1941
1942 - 1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

G.B.Davis
G.B.Davis
H.D.Jacoby
G.B.Davis
(No Contest)
H.D.Jacoby
R.D.Munro
R.S.Marmion
V.J.White
G.D.Hartill (sic)

G.B.Davis & R.D.Ford
V.B.Mursell (Jr) & J.B.Kinnane
J.B.Kinnane & G.B.Davis
R.M.Hoare & H.D.Jacoby
(No Contest)
H.D.Jacoby & A.G.Smith
G.B.Davis & J.B.Kinnane
A.G.Smith & M.J.F.McDermott
J.C.Bahen & G.K.Davis
Miss J.Lynn

Miss J.Glover
Miss J.Glover
Mrs. A.F.King
(nee Miss M.McGrath)
Miss A Carcary
Mrs. A.F.King
Miss D.Lester
Mrs A.Wiley
(No Contest)
Miss B Bahen
Miss V.Earle
Miss M.Nicholas
Mrs. V.J.White

Miss J.Glover & Miss A.Carcary Miss A.Carcary & W.H.Halliday (No Contest)
Miss J.Glover & Miss A.Carcary Miss J.Williams & S.A.Mortimer W.Cairns-Hill
Miss J.Williams & Miss E.Whitfield Miss A.Carcary & J.B.Kinnane (No Contest)
Mrs. J.Morrison & Miss M.Officer
Mrs. A.F.King & Miss A.Carcary
Miss K.Pearson & Miss L.Weir
Mrs. M.Newport & Mrs.L.Nathan
(No Contest)
Mrs.A.F.King & Mrs. L.Nathan
Miss V.Earle & Miss M.Nicholas
Miss J.Harrison & Mrs B.Darlison
Mrs V.J.White & Miss M.Nicholas

Miss A.Carcary & J.B.Kinnane
Mr. & Mrs. A.E.Williams
Miss K.Cullen & W.Cairn-Hill
Mrs. M.Newport & B.Bruce
(No Contest)
Miss N.Baty & P.J.Arnold
Miss S.Harold & A.G.Smith
Miss H.Dillon & R.S.Marmion

W.Cairns-Hill
V.B.Mursell
W.Scarff
B.Ladyman
(No Contest)
(No Contest)
J.Forsaith
Miss H.Dillon
I.Dadd
Miss M.Christie
Mr. & Mrs. V.J.White
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Appendix 3
WALTA 'A' Grade Pennant/Shield Wins
Men:

1907

1920

1921

1925

1927

1935

Ladies:

1928

1930

1934

1936

1948

1949

1936

1938

1940
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