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Club details
Royal Kings Park Tennis Club Inc
21 Kings Park Road
Kings Park WA 6005
Ph: (08) 9321 3035
Email : rkptc@iinet.net.au
http://royalkingsparktennisclub.com.au/
Office Hours
Tuesday to Friday

10am – 4pm

Reciprocal clubs
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club – Melbourne
RAC Club Australia – Sydney
Memorial Drive Tennis Club – Adelaide
Hong Kong Cricket Club – Hong Kong
Singapore Cricket Club – Singapore
Penang Sports Club – Penang
British Club – Bangkok
Ibiza Club – Bengal
ACT National T&C Club – Canberra
Queensland LTA – Brisbane
Domain Tennis Centre – Hobart

Committee Members
Name

Role

Tim Wilkinson

President

Bruno Camarri AM

Immediate Past President

Susan Tay

Vice President

Greg Jacobs

Secretary

Mark Trevaskis

Treasurer

Julie Martin

Captain

Olivia Langenseipen

Vice Captain

Larisa Flatters

Heritage Officer

Darryl Daisley

General Committee Member

Ben Kamien

General Committee Member

Centenary tennis clubs
RKPTC is a member of the Association of Centenary tennis clubs (CTC), which also includes the likes of Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club and Royal South
Yarra Lawn Tennis Club in Victoria, and several other historical member clubs throughout the world. For the full list of member clubs, see:
http://www.centenarytennisclubs.org/index.php/members-clubs/all-member-clubs
If members wish to visit a centenary or reciprocal tennis club, they should contact a committee member for a letter of introduction.
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President’s Report
The last 2 months have seen some ups and downs at the club.
The committee is working well and has settled into organising events and activities We have held our
Festive Season Tennis Event and the President’s Cocktail Party which were well attended and a great
success due to the hard work of the organisers. We have the photo wall back up in the Next Gen Café,
thanks to Larisa and Etienne and his team for getting this done. Working closely with Next Gen has
resulted in the hard and synthetic courts being cleaned and repaired, which is progressing in the right
direction, and we are looking forward to further improvements in the coming year(s). Organising and
documenting of Club heritage and memorabilia has progressed, and we were pleased to recognise
Evelyn Le Court for her efforts in volunteering to help with this. We also recognised Karl Thorstensen
for his contribution in helping with the Juniors.
It was great to hear that the Squash Courts refurbishment will commence on the 28th of February
2022 with the floor replacement. The naming of the five courts and the “squash area” is progressing
with the involvement of WA Squash (Dean Williams) and Sue Hillier focusing on RKPTC squash
champions/administrators/personalities.
On a sad note we have had to say farewell to Marika, who has resigned form the position of
administrator at RKPTC, which she has undertaken for almost 10 years. Her last day was the 16th of
December. Marika was presented with some flowers and thanked for her support of the club at the
December committee meeting. We are pleased to advise that Tatum Wolmarans will be the new
administrator and will undertake a 4 day a week role at the club from Tuesday 21/12/2021. We have
also had to postpone the Governors Charity Tennis Day event which was going to be held on the 3rd
December 2021 to Friday 18th March 2022. We will be re-organising with sponsors and activities and
are looking forward to this event with a bit more time to plan and have people attend.
There are still areas we can improve on in the future like making or club events more family friendly
and have more activities and participation from our juniors, league teams, and wider community.
Don’t forget our junior/Parent tournament scheduled for Sunday 23rd January 2022.
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President’s Report
Building connections with Community
Attended Meeting with Kings Park Community 16th November (BGPA Invite) – The aim of the
gatherings was to facilitate the development of relationships within all businesses, volunteers and
BGPA representatives through constructive discussion and information exchange towards
continuous improvement in our product and service offerings. It provided an opportunity to meet
and network with both the BGPA team and other business operators within Kings Park in an informal
setting. It gave an opportunity to understand other park operators’ points of view and how we can
work together for mutual benefit.
BGPA are releasing an Integrated Transport Plan (Strategic Plan) for Kings Park. This covers the
whole of the park and involves the principles and approaches to visitor access and connection to,
and through, the park with an outlook through to 2040-50. It will be released as a draft in March
2022 for our viewing and input and for Public comment in May/June 2022. The City of Perth is
installing a shared (pedestrian/bike etc.) path from Subiaco to the Perth city parallel to Kings Park
Road with a 40km/h limit, with funding from the Federal Government. This will affect the entering
and exiting of RKPTC crossing this path. BGPA will be investigating parking management as part of
Integrated Transport Strategy.
Club Surrounds – initial meeting held with Sue McDougall (Director of Botanical Parks) to raise the
concept of improving the vegetation of the surrounds of the club (Natives) and remove grass
bordering the club. Further walk around and discussions to be held on what is possible. RKPTC would
contribute using club volunteers to maintain new plantings around tennis courts. Potential
discussion of available use of land for club to be held at same time
Tim Wilkinson
President
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Diary Dates – 2022
Date

Event

Sunday 23rd January 2022

Junior-Parent Tournament

Friday 18th March 2022

Governor’s Charity Day

Saturday 16-18 April 2022
*Club Championships and other events to

Easter Tournament

be confirmed

On The Web
Tennis West – News and Events

https://www.tennis.com.au/wa/
2022 ATP CUP SCHEDULE REVEALED, MEDVEDEV TO OPEN AGAINST THIEM
The event will be held from 1-9 January in Sydney
https://www.atpcup.com/en/news/atp-cup-2022-schedule-released
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New Members
There were no new Members this month
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Tennis Operations
The new grading process has been completed and a big thank you to the seven people comprising the grading sub-committee who
volunteered their time to give valuable feedback. The grading subcommittee was made up of players from all levels including the Head
Coach as not everyone knows all the players. With 260 players to consider including State League many hours have been spent on
aligning with Tennis West ratings, your own self ratings and the committee’s evaluations to come up with our own RKPTC grading
system.
You may not notice much change in social play organization but this grading will be very helpful for major events such as Opening day,
Festive Day and the Easter tournament.
If numbers improve on social days it will of course have more impact and we hope to progress to computerised sets.
At this stage there is no intention of publicising gradings. However, we will have an appeal process in place if you think you are
incorrectly graded judging by the sets you are getting. The appeal will go back to the grading committee and then to one of the club
coaches for a playing evaluation if deemed necessary.
On the issue of social tennis, please be mindful that everyone wants good sets and this often, although not always, means everyone
wants to play with either players of an equivalent standard or stronger. This also applies to our better players of course so they will
sometimes appear to be playing together a lot. I believe we cannot expect our stronger players to support social tennis if we do not
give them at least three sets with players of a similar standard.

In the meantime thank you for returning your forms and feel free to approach me if you have queries.
Enjoy your tennis and the company of our lovely members, have fun and keep fit.
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Twilight Tennis
Two Twilight Tennis Events on grass have been run
successfully this summer attracting 20+ players. Tennis is a
wonderful activity to indulge in after a hard week of work
(or for all our retirees: an easy week of work) followed by a
get together, either in the Café or on the rooftop of Next
Gen.
Please join us again during the school holidays on the 14th
and/or the 28th of January. See you then!
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Festive Tennis Event
Our inaugural Festive Tennis event was held on the Saturday 18th December
2021, and as can be seen from the following pages of photos was a great
success.
Thanks must go to Richard Yorg and Julie who did a mammoth job with grading,
and Olivia preparing the software, putting all the names in and testing the
software, all putting in many hours of meticulous work. The evidence of this
working well spoke for itself in the way the sets came out of the software. Also,
thanks to Terry and Serene and the League Team captains for helping out with
numbers. Thanks also to Evelyn for collecting money and general help.
The Poker Tennis was a nice bit of fun suggested by Hilary, with Olivia doing the
posters and purchasing packs of cards. Larisa arranged the tables and flowers
as a nice touch for afternoon tea and a great speech Darryl.
Finally, thanks to Gina and her team for afternoon tea and a lovely healthy meal.
Management was first class.
In summary a great team effort.
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Summer League 2021/22
We have a total of 26 teams participating in Summer League Tennis this year including Juniors. We are halfway through the season, so
time to have a break, get some rest and practice in, and finish the rest of the season well. For those not playing please come and
support your friends and club teams.
Total

Mid Week

Weekend

Men’s

Women’s

Mixed

Juniors

26

7

19

11

5

4
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State League Teams
State League Men

State League Women

Sam Ashenden
(Captain)
Jake Robinson
Jaron Stafford
Tristan Galati
Dean Cochran
Brenton Bacon
Darren Slater

Astrid Kanther (Captain)
Storm Sanders
Shanelle Laconi
Megan Kauffman
Sally Partington
Emma Hayman
Teiwa Casey
Yelena Kelleher
Brooke Campbell
Nina Catovic

MONDAYS
Women’s S/D F4 Div 2 Hard
Men’s S/D F4 Div 2 Hard
Men's S/D F4 Div 5 Hard
TUESDAYS
Mixed Div 2 Hard
Mixed Div 3 Hard
WEDNESDAYS
Women’s 45+ Div 2 Grass
THURSDAYS
Women's 8s Div 1 Hard
SUNDAY JUNIORS
Girls Yellow Ball
Boys Yellow Ball
Girls Green Ball
Boys Green Ball
Girls Orange Ball
Boys Orange Ball

SATURDAYS
State League Men Div 1 Grass
Men’s Open Div 1 Grass
Men's Open Div 4 Grass
Men’s Open Div 9 Grass
Men’s Open Div 15 Grass
State League Ladies Div 1 Grass
Women’s Open Div 5 Grass
SUNDAYS
Mixed Div 1 Grass
Mixed Div 1 Grass
Men’s 30+ Div 2 Grass
Men’s 50+ Div 2 Grass
Men’s 50+ Div 4 Grass
Men’s 50+ Div 4 Grass
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Practice makes perfect?
It was great to see the camaraderie and team spirit shown by
the State Grade Men’s and Div. 1 Men’s teams practicing
together mid week.
“Darren Slater showing us how to get “on top” of backhand
returns” (in red) and Sam Ashenden (in blue) keeping the
racquet out in front for the volleys.
Megan Kauffman showing us the arm extension and power
position for the serve, with head up through the delivery!
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Junior Pennants Legends
It looks like all junior pennants teams will make the finals. This is an amazing effort thanks to the killer instinct of Ryan who pushes the children to
their limit. For the young ones, sometimes this limit consists of losing sight of the ball and score while watching a ladybug or an interesting blade of
grass. Please come on Sunday mornings to support our juniors in their high standard tennis.
Orange ball teams (Cheetah division)
Isla (c), Nicole, Natasha, Carmen, Josh (likes to spread himself to two teams because he is a team man)
Disaster struck when Isla, the girl who cried wolf many times, finally did break an arm but no one believed her. Fortunately, the other girls and Josh have
stepped in nicely and had a few wins. Also, Isla has recovered and is dreamier than ever!
Kenji (c), Zane, Arthur, Josh
These boys are top of the table thanks to their ongoing steroid use as part of the cheetah division. A fierce rivalry with Corinthian Park has developed where
they are one all. I hear they plan to “smash” them next time. They have become experts at listening to the umpire and making sure they always have two balls
before serving.
Green ball teams (div 6 & div 12)
Ian (Magic) Woolley Woolley (c), Jake Bolingbroke a leg, Jackson, Majid, Dhanvin
More disaster struck when Jake broke his leg at basketball. The others have filled in nicely and the team is in third place. They are looking to take down
Sorrento, the leading team. Jake is back by the way as children seem to heal quickly.
Victoria (c), Myles, Loella
The team are looking to get more runs on the board but have beautiful tennis strokes thanks to some great coaching. Keep going guys as you are looking good.
Yellow ball teams (div 6 & div 7)
Eva (c), Kira, Skye, Coco, Salomon,
The sunglasses team is smashing it. They are currently fourth, but very close to second place on points. Blue Gum seem unstoppable but the girls can make
them cry if they can rally behind Eva beaver, the courageous and tennis loving captain. This is a very talented team.
Max (c), Ravi, Michael, James Burton
We finally have a photo of these handsome, charming, and stylish warriors who are top of the table, probably due to their good looks and tennis prowess.
They have had some nail-biting matches but have never lost.
On The Net – May 2021
19

House and Grounds
This month saw the cleaning and patching of
the blue hard courts, and the sealing of the
hole in court 25, along with the cleaning of
the synthetic courts 29-30, leaving the
appearance and condition of the courts in a
much better state. The next focus will be on
the resurfacing of the hard courts and the
lighting of the courts. This will involve capital
expenditure and will need to be planned and
budgeted for over the coming year(s). Next
Gen in collaboration with RKPTC has been
undertaking an evaluation process, involving
court contractors, to determine the work
required and costings for both medium term
and long term fixes for the courts.
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House and Grounds
Members have been busy this month completing the
refurbishment of 2 of the 3 Wooden bench seats ex
Orizaba with plaques being re-attached, thanks to the
good work by Gerry Hayley’s team. One remaining
requires sand blast and painting of iron work and
replacement of wood. The Club Notice board at the
members pavilion has been refurbished
New CTC flag has been put on the Flagpole at McGibbon
Stand. The Members Pavilion sail cover cleaned and
tightened.
Net measuring sticks have been refurbished or new ones
made so that there is one available for each court. We
encourage players to hang the net measuring sticks on the
court nets to prevent damage to the sticks. The 6 Heritage
Tennis Net Posts have been removed from Ground Staff
area where they were being damaged, to enable
refurbishment. Two are Stored under Members Stand,
four offsite for refurbishment.
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House and Grounds
Most grass courts are being affected by the ground pearl bug
except courts 22-23. Ground pearl (see pictures) has been
evident on the surface of the courts if you look closely in the
mornings, and also by the abundance of crows and magpies
on the courts that are dining on them. The ground keepers
are keeping an eye on its’ affects of the courts’ condition and
will be rotating out courts for 1-2 week spells (light groom
and fertilise) to reduce any stress or excessive damage to the
courts, we thank you for your understanding of this
requirement.
Courts 1-5 have bounced back after a short hiatus, and courts
1-4 are back in play (court 5 needs some repairs from some
excessive wear), thanks to the great effort by Blair our
Grounds Keeper. We are resting courts 19-20, they have been
verti-mowed and refurbished over the League season break
so they can be used towards end of January 2022.
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“Talking on the Net” – with the gentleman of tennis, Rudy D’Orsogna
A: Tennis was such a big thing in my life. I miss seeing people at the tennis club, people I have known for a large part of my life. I enjoyed playing tennis but also liked getting to
know the people at the tennis club over my 70 years of membership as there is a great camaraderie that develops. One of my favourite memories of the club are the hedges of
apple blossom hibiscus surrounding the courts parallel to Kings Park Avenue. I also liked the old wooden change rooms for Juniors in the 1950s, and the Easter State
Championships that we used to host, and particularly the keg of ginger beer! I was pleased that my brother Allan joined the club and added his name to winning many club
events; a fine player and better than his older brother!
A: I was born in Wiluna. My father was born in Italy and came to Australia in the 1930s aged 18. Together with his father, they looked for work and found Wiluna and stayed
there until the war when my father served in the army as an interpreter when Italy supported the opposition and many POWs came to WA. My father wasn’t a tennis player but
saw Geoff Brown and John Bromwich play for the army and he got enthused about tennis and later started me with tennis. I went to a Catholic College in Kalgoorlie and started
playing tennis at age 12. Soon after, I won the state U16 hardcourt championship. I started hitting with my dad at the end of social tennis. Then I would come to Perth from
Kalgoorlie at school holidays and I had lessons with Max Bonner. The lessons cost 2 guineas and he would give me back a florin and say: "Go buy yourself a coke Son." He was a
good coach and I saw him as a hero figure.
I was selected for WA for the Linton Cup in 1955. My preference in tennis was doubles and I had three good partners over the years and together we won quite a few events
and pennants etc. Graham Bancroft and I won the City of Perth contest in 1955. We also won the RKPTC open Men’s contest over 5 sets when I was 18 against two good senior
players. My other good partners were Geoff Mueller and Keith Lonsdale. I once played mixed doubles against Arthur Ashe and Betty Stove and they killed us. On one point,
Ashe served a long way out and the ball whistled past me and he tapped his foot to indicate to the umpire that the ball had touched me. I wasn’t going to argue with someone
of that stature and conceded the point. I later thought it was a bit miserable because he was already winning easily.
I used to be so keen on tennis, we would leave work in accounting at St Georges Tce at lunch, catch the bus to RKPTC, play tennis, get changed and go back to work all in a one
hour lunch break.
I was an accountant with a lot of clientele in the bush and I spent a lot of time in different places in the country. I spent some time trying to be a farmer. I lived in Wongan Hills,
York, and Katanning. I played at those clubs but always came back to RKPTC and maintained a “country membership.” I returned full time to Perth and RKPTC in 1988 and I am a
permanent member with the tennis club due to my long and continuous membership.
I enjoyed playing pennants, travelling with my friends in the same car to the other clubs. My most recent pennants team had Rob Christophers, Geoff Mueller, and George Bray.
A: Pick someone who is better than you are. I enjoy doubles because there is more than just brute force. It is like chess and you can take advantage of teams who don’t
combine well.
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Top left: Rudy back in the day of 1892! This is the State Veterans Team at the Kooyong courts.
Right: A very handsome 18 yo Rudy with doubles partner Graham Bancroft with the winning mugs from the City of Perth tournament.
Bottom left: Wearing the Linton Cup blazer at age 18.
Bottom middle: Teddy Bear created from the old blazer from the Linton Cup.
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Bill Gilmour – Some Memories
Bill Gilmour, a long time member of RKPTC passed away this month and we thought we would share some memories from
fellow club members.
Bill was very popular and highly regarded throughout his membership. He joined our Club in 1953 and was still playing into
his 90’s finally hanging up his racquet in 2018. He passed away as a Permanent Member.
William Gilmour AM, FRCS, FRACS (ortho) was for many years regarded as the number one Orthopaedic surgeon in WA.
Born and educated in NSW he left Australia for London, as a young medical practitioner, where he eventually gained his
FRCS qualification in orthopaedics. Here he met a lovely young nurse named Shirley . Bill always told us that the smartest
thing he did in life was to marry Shirley. The happy couple eventually returned to NSW but soon after drove a small car all
the way to Perth.
Bill was an excellent public speaker - knowledgeable, charming, witty and great delivery. His professional work meant that
he was also a good and very organised carpenter. He used these skills to great effect for several charitable organisations
e.g. in making bikes for overseas children, men’s shed and others. In a speech to his professional association some ten
years ago he finished by making a substantial donation to that society.

As a tennis player he was what one would describe as a 'handy player' with an excellent backhand. For many years he
would play singles mid-week against Dr. Harry Hansen and he was very regular on weekend play. I distinctly recall a Sunday
in the 60's when I said to him, "Bill, why aren't you coming on Saturdays anymore?" and he replied, "Because on Saturdays
I am teaching the young fellow to sail". He was referring to Peter Gilmour of world and America's Cup fame. Yes, Bill was a
great teacher!
He also was a member of the Veteran's Association which had its WA start at our club. Bill joined the 'Vets" in 1974 and
represent WA on occasions.
Lindsay Cox tells the (true) story about hurting his leg and asking Dr. Graeme Hartill to refer him to Gilmour for surgery.
Lindsay later found out that the referral included the sentence, 'help Lindsay but not well enough to enable him to beat
me'.
In 1964 I asked him to help my young brother, a budding player who had injured his knee. Of course Bill 'came to the party'
and so well that we both remember it to this day 57 years on.
For Bill's 90th birthday a big party was held at RFBYC. Bill gave a great speech surrounded by his many children and
grandchildren. He concluded by inviting everyone to make a diary entry for 14th June 2022 BUT be sure to check because if
it falls on a Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday forget it because, "I will be playing tennis". It almost came true.
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Housekeeping
Could we please have court users to clean up after matches and keep the
courts tidy. Scoreboards, net sticks if used, should not be left on court, but
should be put back in the storage locations - upper Courts 19-30 in coach’s
room in basement of Next Gen building, and lower courts 1-18 in the
Members Pavilion. Net measuring sticks should be hung on the nets for the
next users of the court. Leaving them on the ground leads to damage.
Leaving scoreboards out in the sun leads to rapid deterioration and
breakage of the plastic. Your assistance is appreciated.
The committee would like to encourage all members playing tennis to wear
appropriate attire in tennis shoes and clothing. League Players should be
wearing Club uniforms in representing their club, which are provided as
part of the fees to play League Tennis. Additional uniforms and tennis
apparel are available from Kartel Sports located in the Next Gen building.

Member reminder:
Please check at Next Gen
reception for court availability
before using courts
Also, if the net is down, that
means the court is being rested
and members should not play
on it.

Feedback/Suggestions
Your committee is committed to open and responsive management, and
welcome feedback and suggestions from members to make our club a
better club . Please use the Club email rkptc@iinet.net.au with subject
header Feedback/Suggestions or speak to one of our Committee members
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